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BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE REV. DR. GUYSE. 


Dr. Joun Guyse was born in 
Hertford (Great Britain) of re- 
spectable and pious parents. By 
the blessing of God ona religious 
education, he was early brought 
toa saving acquaintance with the 
truth asit is in Jesus. He be- 
came a member of the church of 
protestant dissenters in his native 
town, at the age of fourteen 
years. As his heart was early 
fixed on the christian ministry, 
his education was modelled with 
a view to this interesting object. 
Under the superintendance of 
eminent instructors, he applied 
his mind to the learned languages, 
and to the various branches of 
general science, with exemplary 
diligence, and with correspon. 
dent success, 

Having entered on his chosen 
employment in his twentieth year, 
he was soon invited to officiate at 
Hertford, as assistant to Mr. 
Haworth, then advanced in years, 
On his decease, Mr. Guyse re- 
ceived a unanimous call to take 
the pastoral charge of his people. 
With this invitation he complied, 
though not without much trem. 
slag, and many unaffected re- 
luctancies, excited by a humble 
consciousness of his own insuffi. 
“iency, aad of the arduous na. 
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ture of the work before him. 
But going forth in the strength of 
the Lord God, he was favored 
with many tokens of the divine 
presence and blessing. His min- 
isterial labors were in a high 
degree acceptable and useful. 
He contended earnestly for the 
great doctrines of the gospel. 
He was vigilant and firm in re- 
sisting*the errors of the times. 
The dangerous principles of Ari- 
anism, which some, with great 
assiduity, attempted to propagate 
among his people, he vigorously 
and successfully opposed. 

Several years afterward, he 
received an invitation to Lon. 
don. His health had been, for 
some time, much impaired ; and 
he had found himself unable to 
perform the various duties of his 
ministerial function as he wished, 
at Hertford. ‘This circumstance 
prevailed with him to accept the 
proposal from London ; and ac. 
cordingly, he took leave of his 
beloved people on the 26th of 
July, 1727. 

He now found himself in a 
most important and extensive 
sphere of usefulness ; and_ his 
eminent talents were exerted with 
increased eflect. His reputation 


as a scholar, a christian, and a 
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divine, was greatly diffused. In- 
deed, in.every attitude in which 
his character and conduct could 
be yiewed, they appeared uni- 
form and amiable ; worthy the 
christian, and the christian min- 
ister. In his religious principles, 
he was open, firm, and consistent ; 
not ashamed to confess the truths 
he believed ; not afraid to vin. 
dicate them when opposed. As 
a preacher, he was endued with 
rare and eminent gifts. He was 
mighty in the scriptures, and 
with surprising facility drew 
from those sacred stores, what- 
ever the subject or occasion 
seemed to require. His sermons, 
replete with weighty and well 
iligested matter, conveyed in an 
unaffected, luminous style, were 
highly acceptable and edifying. 
As a pastor, he was diligent and 
able, faithful and affectionate. 
He bore the immorta! interesis of 
his flock most tenderly upon his 
heart, and in all things, studied 
to promote their peace and edili- 
cation. He was an example to 
believers ; and to all a witness 
of the divine excellence and effi- 
cacy of the truths he taught, 

Such solid worth could not but 
engage a correspondent esteem. 
His people regarded and revered 
him in an uncommon degree. To 
his brethren in the ministry, he 
was much endeared ; and his 
character was honored as exten- 
sively as it was known. 

Amid the various and compli- 
cated employments of the minis. 
try, Dr. Guyse found time for 
the composition of several works 
which entitle him toa distinguish- 
ed place among English divines. 
He was united with Dr. Watts, 
and four other of his brethren, in 
the preaching and publication of 
those discourses which have gen- 


erally been styled, from the placc 
wherethey weredelivered, Berry. 
street Sermons ; and which ex. 
hibit a concise, intelligible, and 
practical view of the leading doc. 
trines of the gospel. He pub. 
lished likewise several other dis. 
courses, which have been highly 
valued. But his most important 
work is that entitled The prac. 
tical Expositor ; or an Exposi. 
tion of the New-Testament in the 
form of a paraphrase, with occa. 
sional notes, and serious recol. 
lections: It is an invaluable 
commentary. It discovers a 
mind enlightened, candid, serious, 
and devout. Without the par. 
ade of learning, it answers the 
principal inquiries, and removes 
the most material difficulties, 
which occur to the reader of the 
scriptures. It exhibits the doc. 
trines of the gospel in their puri. 
ty, their simplicity and majesty: 
in their benignant spirit, and in 
their practical aspects and rela. 
tions. 

For many years after his set. 
tlement in. London, Dr. Guys 
was favored with a considerable 
share of health, and of capacity 
for active service. But in the 
latter part of life, he was af. 
flicted with a debility of sight, 
and a lameness, attended with 
pain. These threatened, for 
time, to put a period to his pub- 
lic labors. But amid the decays 
of the outward man, the inwaré 
man was renewed and invigorat- 
ed. Such was his experience 0 
divine consolations, that he sus- 
tained his trials not merely with 
resignation, but with cheerful- 
ness ; and persevered in his be- 
loved work of preaching the g0°- 
pel, till within a few days of his 
death. 

This amiable and excelles 
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man, having devoted a long life 
to the service of God and his 
generation, was signally favor- 
ed in his latter end. He left the 
world with the utmost compo- 
sure. and with a hope full of im- 
mortality. To the friends who 
attended him in his confinement, 
he witnessed a good confession. 
He repeatedly declared, that his 
faith continued unshaken—fixed 
on the Rock of Ages; that no in- 
tervening cloud darkened his 
hopes—hopes which were built 
on the blood and righteousness of 
the dear Redeemer. ‘* Thanks 
be to God,’”’ said he, ‘*I have 
no doubt, no difliculty upon my 
mind, as to my eternal state. If 
{ had, I could not bear what I 
now feel. I know in whom I 
have believed. Here my faith 
rests. The peculiar doctrines of 
the gospel which I have long 
preached, are now the support of 
my soul. I live upon them every 
day ; and thence derive my never 
failing comfort.’’ At another 
time—‘* How good is my God 
tome ! How often has he made 
good to me that promise, As thy 
days are, so shall thy strength 
be !? 

His frequent request to those 
who were about him to the last, 
was, that they would read the 
word of God, and join with him 
in prayer. The sixth chapter of 
the second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians afforded him special sup- 
ports and consolations. He com- 
mented on it to this effect : 

For we know that if our 
earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, &c.——** Oh ! 
When shall it be dissolved in- 
deed ? When shall this mortal 
put on immortality ??’ 

In this we groan earnestly, 
desiring to be clothed upon, &c. 


‘¢ This, this is my earnest desire, 
and what | am waiting for.” 

For we that are in this taber- 
nacle, do groan, being burdened. 
*¢ For this I groan daily and ere 
long shall groan no more.”’ 

Now, he that hath wrought us 
for the self-same thing, is God ; 
who also hath given unto us the 
earnest of the Spirit.— This I 
have, this I do enjoy, and there- 
fore am I confident. { am not 
afraid of death; lam ratherafraid 
that | should err on the ojher 
hand,in being too desirous of it.” 

On the morning of the Lord’s 
day on which he died, the lan- 
guage of his heart and lips was 
still the same. ‘** When,’’ said 
he, ‘‘shall I get through this 
valley.”’ Some of the last words 
which he was capable of pro- 
nouncing intelligibly, were these : 
**O my God! thou who hast al- 
ways been with me, wilt not 
leave me.”’ 

Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright ; for the end 
of that man ts peace. 

Dr. Guyse sustained a public 
character the unusual period of 
60 years. He took leave of 
mortality November 22, 1761, 
in the 8ist year of his age. 


i 


SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF LADY 


RACHEL RUSSEL. 
BY LINDLEY MURRAY. 


Lavy Racuner Rvusser. 
daughter of the earl of South- 
ampton, was born about the 
year 1636. She appears to have 
possessed a truly noble mind, 2 
solid understanding, an amiabie 
and a benevolent temper. Her 
pious resignation, and religious 
deportment, under the pressure 
of very deep distress, afford a 
highly instructive example, and 
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divine, was greatly diffused. In- 
deed, in.every attitude in which 
his character and conduct could 
be viewed, they appeared uni- 
form and amiable ; worthy the 
christian, and the christian min- 
ister. In his religious principles, 
he was open, firm, and consistent ; 
not ashamed to confess the truths 
he believed ; not afraid to vin. 
dicate them when opposed. As 
a preacher, he was endued with 
rare and eminent gifts. He was 
mighty in the scriptures, and 
with surprising facility drew 
from those sacred stores, what- 
ever the subject or occasion 
seemed to require. His sermons, 
replete with weighty and well 
digested matter, conveyed in an 
unaflected, luminous style, were 
highly acceptable and edifying. 
Asa pastor, he was diligent and 
able, faithful and affectionate. 
He bore the immorta! interesis of 
his flock most tenderly upon his 
heart, and in all things, studied 
to promote their peace and ediii- 
cation. He was an example to 
believers ; and to aii a witness 
of the divine excellence and effi- 
cacy of the truths he taught, 

Such solid worth could not but 
engage a correspondent esteem. 
His people regarded and revered 
him in an uncommon degree. To 
his brethren in the ministry, he 
was much endeared ; and his 
character was honored as exten- 
sively as it was known. 

Amid the various and compli- 
cated employments of the minis. 
try, Dr. Guyse found time for 
the composition of several works 
which entitle him toa distinguish- 
ed place among English divines. 
He was united with Dr. Watts, 
and four other of his brethren, in 
the preaching and publication of 
those discourses which have gen- 


erally been styled, from the placc 
wherethey weredelivered, Berry. 
street Sermons ; and which ex. 
hibit a concise, intelligible, and 
practical view of the leading doc. 
trines of the gospel. He pub. 
lished likewise several other dis. 
courses, which have been highly 
valued. But his most important 
work is that entitled The prac. 
tical Expositor ; or an Exposi- 
tion of the New-Testament in the 
form of a paraphrase, with occa. 
sional notes, and serious recol. 
lections: It is an invaluable 
commentary. It discovers a 
mind enlightened, candid, serious, 
and devout. Without the par. 
ade of learning, it answers the 
principal inquiries, and removes 
the most material difficulties, 
which occur to the reader of the 
scriptures. It exhibits the doc- 
trines of the gospel in their puri- 
ty, their simplicity and majesty ; 
in their benignant spirit, and in 
their practical aspects and rela- 
tions. 

For many years after his set- 
tlement in London, Dr. Guyse 
was favored with a considerable 
share of health, and of capacity 
for active service. But in the 
latter part of life, he was af- 
flicted with a debility of sight, 
and a Jameness, attended with 
pain. These threatened, for @ 
time, to put a period to his pub- 
lic labors. But amid the decays 
of the outward man, the inward 
man was renewed and invigorat- 
ed. Such was his experience 0! 
divine consolations, that he sus- 
tained his trials not merely with 
resignation, but with cheerful- 
ness ; and persevered in his be- 
loved work of preaching the gos- 
pel, till within a few days of his 
death. 

This amiable and excellent 
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man, having devoted a long life 
to the service of God and his 
generation, was signally favor- 
ed in his latter end. He left the 
world with the utmost compo- 
sure. and with a hope full of im- 
mortality. To the friends who 
attended him in his confinement, 
he witnessed a good confesston. 
Ile repeatedly declared, that his 
faith continued unshaken—fixed 
on the Rock of Ages; thatno in- 
tervening cloud darkened his 
hopes—hopes which were built 
on the blood and righteousness of 
the dear Redeemer. ‘* Thanks 
be to God,” said he, ** I have 
no doubt, no difficulty upon my 
mind, as to my eternal state. If 
! had, I could not bear what I 
now feel. I know in whom I 
have believed. Here my faith 
rests. The peculiar doctrines of 
the gospel which I have long 
preached, are now the support of 
my soul. JI live upon them every 
day ; and thence derive my never 
failing comfort.’’ At another 
time—‘* How good is my God 
tome ! How often has he made 
good to me that promise, As thy 
days are, so shall thy strength 
be !”? 

His frequent request to those 
who were about him to the last, 
was, that they would read the 
word of God, and join with him 
in prayer. The sixth chapter of 
the second Epistle to the Corin- 
thians afforded him special sup- 
ports and consolations. He com- 
mented on it to this effect : 

For we know that if our 
earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, &c.——“* Oh! 
When shall it be dissolved in- 
deed ? When shall this mortal 
put on immortality 2?’ 

In this we groan earnestly, 
desiring to be clothed upon, &c. 


‘¢ This, this is my earnest desire, 
and what | am waiting for.’? 

For we that are in this taber- 
nacle, do groan, being burdened. 
*¢ For this I groan daily and ere 
long shall groan no more.”’ 

Now, he that hath wrought us 
for the self-same thing, is God ; 
who also hath given unto us the 
earnest of the Spirit.—* This I 
have, this I do enjoy, and there- 
fore am I confident. {am not 
afraid of death; Lam ratherafraid 
that I should err on the ojher 
hand,in being too desirous of it.” 

On the morning of the Lord’s 
day on which he died, the lan- 
guage of his heart and lips was 
still the same. ‘** When,” said 
he, ** shall I get through this 
valley.’’ Some of the last words 
which he was capable of pro- 
nouncing intelligibly, were these : 
**O my God! thou who hast al- 
ways been with me, wilt not 
leave me.” 

Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright ; for the end 
of that man ts peace. 

Dr. Guyse sustained a public 
character the unusual period of 
60 years. He took leave of 
mortality November 22, 1761, 
in the 8lst year of his age. 


+ 


SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF LADY 


RACHEL RUSSEL. 
BY LINDLEY MURRAY. 


Lavy Racuer~ Ruvusser, 
daughter of the earl of South. 
ampton, was born about the 
year 1636. She appears to have 
possessed a truly noble mind, a 
solid understanding, an amiable 
and a benevolent temper. Her 
pious resignation, and religious 
deportment, under the pressure 
of very deep distress, afford a 
highly instructive example, and 


———_— — ~~ 





tt a ee 

















292 Sketch of the Life of Lady Rachel Russel. (Dee. 


an eminent instance of the pow- 
er of religion to sustain the 
mind in the greatest storms and 
dangets, when the waves of af- 
fliction threaten to overwhelm it. 
It ‘is well known, that the 
husband of this lady, William, 
lord Russel, was beheaded in the 
reign of Charles the second ; that 
he was aman of great merit ; and 
that he sustained the execution 
of his severe sentence, with 
christian and invincible forti- 
tude. During the period of her 
illustrious husband’s troubles, 
she conducted herself with a 
mixture of the most tender aifec. 
tion, and the most surprising 
magnanimity. She appeared in 
court at his trial ; and when the 
aitorney-general told him, ‘* He 
might employ the hand of one 
of his servants in waiting, to 
take notes of the evidence for 
his use,’’ lord Russei answered, 
that **he asked none, but that 
of the lady who sat by him.’ 
The spectators, at these words, 
turned their eyes, and beheld 
the daughter of the virtuous 
Southampton rising up to assist 
her lord in this his utmost dis- 
tress: a thrill of anguish ran 
through the assembly. After 
his condemnation, she threw her- 
self at the king’s feet; and 
pleaded, but alas! in vain, the 
merits and loyalty of her father, 
in order to save her husband. 
When the time of separation 
came, her conduct appears to be 
worthy of the highest admira- 
tion: for without asigh or tear, 
she took her last farewell of her 
husband, though it might have 
been expected, as they were so 
happy ‘in each other, and no 
wife could possibly surpass her 
in aflection, that the torrent of 
her distress would have over- 


flowed its banks, and been too 
mighty for restraint. Lord Rus. 
sel parted from his lady with a 
composed Silence ; and observ. 
ing how greatly she was sup. 
ported, said, after she was gone, 
‘* The bitterness of death is now 
past :”? for he loved and esteem. 
ed her beyond expression. He 
declared that ** she had been a 
great blessing to him; and ob. 
served, that he should have been 
miserable, if'she had not possess- 
ed so great magnanimity of spirit 
joined to her tenderness, as never 
to have desired him to do a base 
thing tosave his life.”? He said, 
‘* ‘There was a signal providence 
of God, in giving him such a 
wife, in whom were united no. 
ble birth and fortune, great un. 
derstanding, great religion, and 
creat kindness to himself: but 
that her behavior in his ex- 
tremity, ex ta all.?? 

After the death of her lord 
upon the ssn this excellent 
woman, encompassed with the 
darkest clouds of affliction, seem. 
ed to be absorbed in a religious 
concern, to behave properly un- 
der the afflicting hand of God; 
and to fulfil the duties now de. 
volyed upon herself alone, in 
the care, education, disposal, and 
happiness of her children ; those 
living remains of her lord, which 
had been so dear to him, and 
which were, for his sake, as 
well as their own, so dear to 
herself. 

The following short extracts 
from a few of her letters, evince 
the humble and pious frame of 
her mind ; the great benefit she 
derived from her afflictions ; and 
the comfortable hope she enter- 
tained of her future rest and fe- 
licity. 

‘You, my friend, who 
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knew us both, and how we liv. 
ed. must allow I have just cause 
to bewail my loss. k know it 
is common with, others to lose a 
friend; but few can glory in 
the happiness of having lived 
with such a one, and few, con- 
eguently, can lament the like 
loss. Who but , shrink at 
such a blow, till, by the mighty 
aid of the Holy Spirit, they let 
the gift of God, which he has 
put into their hearts, interpose? 
O! if I did stedfastly believe, 
I cou!d not be dejected ; for | 
will not injare myself to say, I 
oiler my mind any inferior con- 
solation to supply this loss. No; 
I most williugly forsake this 
world, this vexatious, trouble. 
some world; in whichI have no 
other business, than to rid my 
soul from sin, and secure my 
eternal interests ; to bear, with 
paticnce and courage, my emi- 
nent misfortunes, and ever here- 
after to be above the smiles and 
frowns of it: and having finish. 
ed the remnant of the work ap- 
pointed me on earth, joyfully to 
wait for the heavenly BPEReCHON 
in God’s good time, when, by 
his infinite mercy, I may be ac. 
counted worthy to enter into 
the same place of rest aud repose, 
where he is gone for whom | 
grieve.”’ 

——‘* The future part of my 
life will not, I expect, pass as 
perhaps I would choose.—-Sense 
has long enough been satisfied ; 
indeed so long, | know not how 
to live by faith : yet the pleas- 
ant streain that fed it near four- 
teen years together being gone, I 
have no sort of refreshment but 
when I can repair to that living 
Fountain, whence a!l flows; 
while I look not at the things 
which are seen, but at those 


which are not seen, expecting 
that day which will settle and 
compose all my _ tumultuous 
thoughts, in perpetual peace and 
quiet.’’ 

‘¢ The consideration of 
the other world is not only a 
very great, but, in my small 
judgment, the only. support un. 
der the greatest of afflictions that 
cau befal us here. The enliven. 
ing heat of those glories, is suf. 
ficient to animate and refresh us, 
in our dark passage through this 
world: and notwithstanding I 
am below the meanest of God’s 
servants, and have not, in the 
least degree, lived answerably to 
those opportunities | have had ; 
yet my Mediator is my judge, 
and he will not despise weak be- 
ginnings, though there be more 
smoke than flame. He will help 
us in believing ; and, though he 
suffer us to be cast down, will 
not cast us off, if we commit our 
cause to him.—l strive to reflect 





how large my portion of good 


things has been; and though 
they are passed away, no more to 
return, yet I have a pleasant 
work to do, to dress up my soul 
for my desired change, and fit it 
for the converse of angels, and the 
spirits of just men made perfect ; 
among whom, my hope is, my 
loved lord is one ; and my often 
repeated prayer to God is, that 
if I have a reasonable ground 
for that hope, it may give re- 
freshment to my poor soul,”’ 

-**From the enticing de. 
lights of the world, 1 can, after 
this event, be better weaned. I 
was too rich in possessions, while 
[ possessed him. All relish now 
is gone. I bless God for it ; 
aud pray that I may more and 
more turn the stream of my af- 
fections upwards, and set my 
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heart upon the ever.satisfying 
perfections of God: not start- 
ing at his darkest providences, 
but remembering continually, 
that either his glory, justice, 
or power, is advanced by eve. 
ry one of them, and thec .oer- 
cy is over all his works; as we 
shall one day, with ravishing 
delight behold. In the mean 
time, 1 endeavor to suppress all 
wild imaginations, which a mel- 
ancholy mind is apt to let in, 
and to say, with the man in the 
gospel, ‘I believe, help thou 
my unbelief.’ ”’ 
‘*It is the grace of God 
which disposes me to ask for, 
and thirst after such comforts as 
the world cannot give. What 
comforts it can give, | am most 
sure L have felt, and experienced 
to be uncertain and perishing. 
Such I will never more, the grace 
of God assisting, look after : 
and yet I expect a joyful day 
after some mournful ones ; and 
though I walk sadly through the 
valley of death, I will fear no 
evil, humbling myself under the 
mighty hand of God, who will 
save in the day of trouble. He 
knows my sorrows, and the 
weakness of my person: I com- 
mit myself and mine to him.— 
‘The saddest state to a good soul, 
will one day end in rest. This 
is my best comfort, and a greater 
we cannot have ; yet the degree 
is raised, when we consider that 
we shall not only rest, but live 
in regions of unspeakable Dliss. 
This should lead us sweetly 
through the dark passage of the 
world ; and suffer us to start at 
nothing wecither meet with,or our 
fear suggest may happen to us.”’ 
To lady Essex, she wrote as 
as follows :—‘‘ I beseech God 
one day to speak peace to our 





afflicted minds, and not to suffer 
us to be disappointed of our great 
hope. But we must wait for our 
day of consolation, till this world 
passes away: an unkind and 
trustless world this has been to 
us. Why it has been such, God 
knows best. All his dispensations 
serve the end of his providences ; 
and they are ever beautiful, and 
must be good, and good to every 
one of us ; and even these dis. 
mal ones are so to us, if we can 
bear evidence to our own souls, 
that are better for our afilictions ; 
which is often the case with those 
who suffer wrongfully. We may 
reasonably believe our friends 
have found that rest we yet but 
hope for ; and what better comfort 
can you or | desire, in this val. 
ley of the shadow of death we 
are walking through ? The 
rougher our path is, the more de. 
lightful and ravishing will be the 
great change.”’ 

She survived lord Russel a. 
bove forty years, and contin. 
ued his widow to the end of her 
life. Shediedin the year 1723, 
in the 87th year of her age. Her 
continued hope and trust in HIM, 
who had been the staif of her 
life, and her support in afflic- 
tion, is evidenced by the follow- 
ing declaration, made not long 
before the end of her days. 
‘© God has not denied me the sup- 
port of his Holy Spirit, in this 
my long day of calamity ; but 
enabled me, in some measure, to 
rejoice in him as my portion for- 
ever. Ile has provided a remedy 
for all our griefs, by his sure 
promises of another life, where 
there is no death, nor any pai 
nor trouble, but fulness of joy, 
in the presence of Him who made 
us, and who will love us for 
ever.” 
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 





ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. NO. HI. 
(Continued from page 211.) 


But the point of chief im- 
portance to be ascertained is, 
whether Christ the Son of God 
be truly a divine person, the 
trae God, infinitely superior to 
every mere creature. This is 
denied by many, who acknowl- 
edge his pre-existence, and that 
he is superior to every other 
created being. 

Let us then seriously, hum- 
bly, and impartially search the 
scriptures, the only sure and 
perfect rule of our faith, May 
the Holy Spirit of truth lead 
and guide us into the knowledge 
of the truth ! 

That we may be able to judge 
what is truth, [ shall endeavor 
to state as briefly and plainly, as 
{ can, the scriptural arguments 
in favor of the divinity of Christ. 

[ will, then, consider the chief 
objections to this doctrine, and 
what may be offered in answer 
to them. 

The first head of arguments in 
favor of the divinity of the Son 
of God is, that the scriptures 
ascribe to him those names, titles, 
and attributes, which belong on. 
ly to the living and true God. 
JeHovan is a name which be- 
longs to God alone. It signi- 
fies the eternal, necessary being. 
Isai. xlii. 8. FE am Jenovan, 
‘hat is my name, and my glory 
(the glory of this my holy and 
reverend name) f will not give 
fo another. Isai. xxxvii. 20. 
Chat all the kingdoms of the 
earth may know that thou art 
the Lorn, (J enov au ) even thou 
only. Neh. ix. 6. Thou, even 
thou, art Lorn (Jruoran) a- 


lone. Psal. xcv. 4. The Lorp 
(Jenov au) ts a great God, and 
a great King above all gods. 


Psal. Ixxxiii. 18. Thou, whose 


name alone is J Enov An, art the 
most high over all the earth. 

Now the Son of God has this 
name, JenovaAnH, often given to 
him in the scriptures. The 
righteous branch, foretold Jer. 
xxiii. 6, is the Messiah. And 
this is the name whereby he shalt 
be called JEnovau our right- 
eousness. That name which be- 
longs to God alone, is here giv- 
en to Christ. 

But it is objected that Moses 
called the name of an altar Jr- 
HOVAH Nissi, that is, the Lorp 
my banner. I answer. It is 
plain that it was meant only for 
a memorial that God’s presence 
with his people was as a banner 
to them. No one could imagine 
that the altar was God, or that 
it was a banner. But the Mes- 
siah is truly what his name im- 
ports—He ts our righteousness: 
He is of God made unto us right- 
eousness. 1 Cor.i. 30. And he 
who is our righteousness has Jr- 
nHovaAuH for his name. It is ob- 
jected more plausibly, that it is 
said in Jer. xxxiii. 16, that Je- 
rusalem, or the church, should 
be called, the Lorp our right- 
eousness. But this text may be 
rendered more agreeably to the 
original. And he who shall cal! 
her is the Lorn our righteous- 
ness. Even Soeinus and Crel- 
lius agree that this name is not 
here given to Jerusalem, but to 
the Messiah. 

This divine and incommuanica- 
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ble name is often given to the 


Son@f God. Some more exam- 
ples may be adduced, which 
scem, unexceptionable. The 


apostle John, speaking of the 
Jews, who believed not, says, 
chap. xii. 39, that the prophecy 
of Esaias was fulfilled in them. 
He hath blinded their eyes, and 
hardened their hearis, &c. and 
adds, shese things said Esaias 
when he saw his glory, that is, 
the glory of Christ ; for no oth- 
er person is mentioned, to whom 
the phrase his glory can be re- 
ferred. Now it is. plain from 
isaiah vi. from which these words 
are quoted, that it was the glory 
of Jrmovan that the prophet 
saw ; and John says, that this 
glory which he saw was the glory 
of Christ. If the apostle right- 
ly understood and applied the 
words of the prophet, Christ is 
Jenovau. Again inPsal. xevii. 
JEnOoV An reigneth..... Wor. 
ship him all ye gods. 5o the 
angels are styled. The apostle 
understood this to be spoken of 
the Son of God, and applies it 
to him. Heb. i. 6. When he 
bringeth the jirst begotien into 
the world he saith, And let all 
the angels of God worship him, 
And was it not Jenovan who 
laid the foundations of the earth, 
and are not the heavens the work 
of his hands? Psal. cii. This 
is taken for granted at present, 
but it shall be proved in its pro- 
per place. ‘This the apostle ap- 
plies to the Son of God, as 
spoken to, or of him. Heb. i. 10. 
So also are those words. Psal. 
xiv. 6. Thy throne, UO Gon, is 
Jor ever and ever ; the sceptre 
of thy kingdom ts a right scep- 
tre. Lhoulovest righ/eousness, 
and hate t wickedness : therefore 
God, thy God, hath anointed thee 
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with the oil of gladness above 


thy fellows. ‘That is, the saints, 
whom he is not ashamed to call] 
his brethren. See Heb. i. 8, 9. 
Again Psal. xcv. O come, let 
us sing to Jenovan..... To. 
day, tf you will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts. The 
apostle quotes these words, Heb, 
iii. 7, as a caution against refus. 
ing to hear the voice of Christ, 
[In Zech. xii. 10, Jenovan says, 
L will pour out upon the house 
of David, and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, a spirit of grace and 
supplication, and they shall look 
on MBE whom they have pierced. 
John applies this prophecy to 
the piercing of Christ upon the 
cross. John xix. 37. 

Further, it is certain from the 
testimony of Christ and the evan. 
eelists, that the words of Mala. 
chi, chap. iii. 1. Behold, I send 
my messenger, and he shall pre- 
pare the way before me: and 
the words of Isaiah, chap. xl. 3. 
The voice of one crying in the 
cotlderness, prepare. ye the way 
of Jixuovan, &c. area prophecy 
of John the Baptist. Of him 
the angel said to his father Zach. 
arias, that many of the children 
of Israel he should turn to the 
Lord their God. And that he 
should go before him in the 
spirit and power of Elias, to 
make ready a peeple prepared 
Luke i. 16, 17. 
Christ also says of him, This ts: 
Elias, who was to come. Mat. 
xi. 14. Zacharias also, his fath- 
er, thus prophesied of him, Tho 
child shalt be called the prophet 
of the highest, for thou shalt go 
before the face of the Lorp, to 
prepare his ways. It appears, 
then, that it was before. the face 
of the Lorp, Jenovan, the God 
of Israel, that John was sent te 
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prepare his way. Itis also cer. 

tain that Christ is the person be. 
fore whom John was sent to 
prepare the way forhim. There- 
fore Christ is the Lorp, Jeno- 
van, the God of Israel. We 
have also a prophecy of Christ, 
Zech. ii. 10, 11, in these words: 
Sing and rejoice, O daughter of 
Vion ; for lo I come, and well 
dell in the midst of thee, saith 
Jcnovan. This was literally 
fulfilled when Christ the divine 
Logos, here styled Jenovaun, was 
made flesh, and dwelt personally 
in the midst of his people. It 
follows, And many nations shall 
be joined to the Lorp in that 
day, and shall be my people, and 
! will dwell in the midst of thee, 
and thou shalt know that the 
Lorp of hosts hath sent me to 
thee. Observe, the person here 
speaking is Jenovan. ‘The na- 
tions which shall join themselves 
to the Lorn, he says shall be 
“my people.”? And his people 
shall know that the Lorp of 
Hosts sent him, that is, sent 
Jenoraun unto them. Is it not 
plain that Christ, the person 
hom the Lorp of Hosts sent to 
dwell with us, here takes the 
name JenovaAu to himself ? 

A like expression we also have 
in Hosea i. 7, where God thus 
speaks : If will have mercy on 
the house of Judah, and will 

ve them by the Lorp (J ruo- 
y es their God. If these words 
be understood (as they are by 
good. expositors) of that salva- 
tion which Christ hath wrought 
lo r his people, then it appears 

iat Christ the Saviour is Jeno- 
‘in. in Isaiah xlili. 11, God 
‘us speaks, J am the Lorp 
(Jenov sn) and besides me there 
‘no Saviour. But Christ is 
the Saviour of mankind by way 
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of eminence. This character is 
expressed in the name that was 
given to him by the direction of 
Gabriel. Neitheris there salva. 
tion in any other, for there is 
no other name under heaven giv. 
cn among men, whereby we must 
be saved. If there be no Saviour 
besides JenovAn, must we not 
acknowledge that Christ is Jr- 
HovAH ? And may we not fitly 
apply to him the phrase God 


our Saviour, which so often oc. | 


curs in the New-Testament ? 

Other divine names and titles 
are also given to the Son of God 
Two or three examples may be 
adduced from the prophecies, be. 
fore we proceed to examine the 
writings of the apostles. 

Isaiah ix. 6, contains a pro. 
phecy of Christ in these words : 
Unto us a child is born, unto us 
a son is given: and the govern. 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his Name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. 
Ilere are divine names and titles, 
mighty God, everlasting Father, 
which we never find given to 
mere creatures. In Isa. vii. 14, 
there is also a prophecy, which 
Matthew says was fulfilled in the 
birth of Christ. Behold, a vir- 
gin shall conceive and bear a 
son, and shall call his name Imu- 
MANUEL, Which being interpret. 
ed is, God with us. When it is 
said of Christ that his name shalZ 
he culled Emmanuel, the mean. 
ing is, that he should be what 
Immanuel properly signifies ; 
that is, God with us. In this, 
as well as the text last quoted, 
the name El, which critics say 
is peculiar to the true God, is 
predicated of the Son of God. 
Many other examples might be 
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given from the writings of the 
prophets. I shall quote but one 
more, in which another of the 
divine names is applied to Christ. 
It is Malachi iii. 1. The Lorp 
(Haadon) whom ye seek, shall 
suddenly come to his temple, 
even the messenger of the cove- 
nant, whom ye delight in. That 
the Messiah, the angel of the 
covenant, is the Lorn here spok- 
en of, both Jews and christians 
agree. And that he is a divine 
person, appears, since the proph- 
et ascribes to him one of the 
names of the true God, whom 
the Jews worshipped. He is the 
Lorp ; and that he is not an 
inferior Lord is evident, be- 
cause the temple, the house of 
the Lory God of Israel, which 
was dedicated to him, and in 
which he was worshipped, is cal- 
led his temple. The Lorvwhom 
ye seek, shall come suddenly in- 
to his temple. Shall we doubt 
to acknowledge his Deity, to 
whom the names, and temple of 
the true God belong ? 

Thus far the divinity of Christ 
has been argued from the testi- 
mony of the prophets concern. 
ing him, as explained and applied 
by Christ and the apostles. In 
our next number we shall ex- 
amine the inspired writings of 
the New-Testament. 

A Christian of the Old School. 

(To be continued.) 
—— 
ON CREEDS. 

Or the controversies, which 
take place in the world, there 
are few, which excite a genera! 
or permanent interest. Most of 
them, as they arise out of the 
peculiar circumstances of certain 
places, are thought important 
only in those places, and else- 
where are regarded with indiffer- 


ence. At the present day it is 
the fate of New England, or 
more correctly of a small portion 
of Massachusetts, to be agitated 
by a dispute, which in a few 
years will either be buried in ob. 
livion, or, if remembered, will 
be preserved by the ecclesiastical 
historian for the same purpose, 
that a rare production of nature 
is placed in a cabinet of curiosi-. 
ties. The remembrance of i 
will be kept alive merely to re. 
present the astonishing discord. 
ance of sentiment which may ex. 
ist, and to place before the eye 
one of the multiplied forms of 
error, 

The controversy, to which we 
refer, rests principally upon the 
following points, whether it is 
right, under any circumstances, 
to require a confession of faith, 
and if it is lawful to insist upon 
a confession, whether it be right 
fo require one, not expressed in 
the language of the scripture ? 
To many minds the case will be 
so plain, that the decision will be 
instantaneous ; and it will seem 
an unnecessary labor to collec: 
the arguments in favor of the 
side espoused. but wherea po. 
sition is contested, it seems 4 
duty, which one rational man 
owes to another, to bring fort! 
his strong reasons, that if possi- 
ble they may carry conviction to 
his antagonist. 

Is it then right to require of 
any one a confession of his faith? 
Before a man is admitted to the 
communion of a christian church, 
is it lawful to require a declara- 
tion of his beliefin the christian 
doctrines ? Before heis entrust- 
ed with the care of any benefac- 
tion, is it lawful to require his 
assent to certain truths, which 
the benefaction is designed to 
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promote? Beforea man is plac. 
ed at the head of a literary or 
religious institution, is it lawful 
to require a profession of his at- 
tachment to that system of learn. 
ing, or religion, which the foun. 
der thought it his duty to en- 
courage ? We might proceed to 
multiply questions of this kind, 
and we should still find it an 
awkward task to answer them. 
We should still be in the per- 
plexing situation of the man, who 
was called upon to prove, that 
the light shone around him. 
However, we shall endeavor to 
suspend our convictions and re- 
turn for the present to a state of 
doubt ; though we much fear, 
that we shall unavoidably be less 
employed in arranging the evi- 
dence for what is so evident in 
itself, than in removing the ob- 
jections, which may be made to 
it. 

Let us suppose a man enriched 
with wealth, and no less enrich- 
ed with liberality of spirit, de- 
voting his property to the sup- 
port of certain religious senti- 
ments, which he sincerely believes 
to be of the utmost importance. 
As he has an incontestable right 
to make this disposition of that 
portion of earthly good, which 
the bounty of God had given 
him, it is equally clear, that he 
may attempt to secure the ac- 
complishment of the object, 
which he has in view, by requir- 
ing a confession of faith ; unless 
the declaration of one’s belief 
be a thing unlawful in itslf. But 
who shall charge it as a crime 
upon a man, that he expresses 
his sentiments ? that he makes 
others acquainted with his opin- 
ions ? or that he even arranges 
in a system either his political 
Principles, or the doctrines of 
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religion, which he has embraced ? 
We trust that the voice, which 
dares to make an assertion, or 
ever responds to the conviction 
of the mind, will not assume the 
tone of reprehension on this sub. 
ject ; for in this case we should 
be almost reminded of the man 
who was fierce for moderation, 
and who possessed so much lib- 
erality, that he was liberal in 
slander. It seems impossible, 
that the right of requiring a con. 
fession of faith, or as a few men 
will have it, of ‘*imposing a 
creed,”’ should in an instance of 
this kind be denied. But still 
the enforcement of this right may 
be deemed unwise and idle, as, in 
the opinion of some, it affords 
no security against a perversion 
ofthedesign. At present we are 
inquiring not what is convenient 
and discreet, but what is lawful. 

Another and amore important 
instance, which presents itself, 
respects admission into the chris- 
tian church. Is it lawful to re- 
quire of anyone, who is proposed 
for its fellowship, a declaration 
of his views of the doctrines of 
the gospel ? or are we justified 
in insisting only that he profess 
his belief, that the scriptures con- 
tain a revelation of the will of 
God ? Ifthe sacred volume dis- 
closes no truths, orif it discloses 
nothing in an intelligible manner, 
if every thing is uncertain and 
nothing can be ascertained, the 
latter requisition, ought indeed 
to limit us. To go beyond it, 
to demand a settled opinion where 
the materials for forming it are 
not given, to expect light where 
there is nothing but_ darkness, 
would be indeed most absurd and 
unjust. But if thescriptures do 
unfold the character, the coun. 
sels, the ways, and the com- 
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mandments of God, if the plan of 
redemption by Jesus Christ is 
clearly revealed, if the duties of 
christians are made known ; then 
to neglect inquiring of every ap- 
plicant for the communion of the 
church what are his views of 
these subjects, and whether he 
believes what is disclosed to us, 
is an inexcusable and criminal 
disregard of the truth, which 
holy men, inspired by the Holy 
Ghost, have communicated for 
the instruction of the ignorant 
and the salvation of the lost. 
Before a man can be entrusted 
witha civil office he must bind 
himself by an oath to discharge 
its daties ; and to attempt to dis. 
charge them without knowing 
what they are, would not be less 
ridiculous, than for the blind 
man to think of directing his 
nightly walks by the north star. 
And shall the doors of the church 
of Christ be thrown open to eve- 
ry one, who merely expresses his 
assent to the authority of the 
scripture, when in fact he n 
know nothing of the doctrines 
of the sacred volume, and may 
even reject the most important 
and sublime truths, which it re- 
veals ? Shall free admission to 
the most sacred and awful rite be 
given to those, who are ignorant 
of its design ? Shall they be ac- 
counted believers, christians, 
saints, who consider the contents 
of the volume of inspiration as a 
chaotic mass ; and find nothing 
intelligible about it, except its 
title, this is a revelation from 
heaven ? If you reject this in- 
discriminate admission to the 
privileges of the church of the 
holy Saviour, if you make any 
distinctions, if, though you over- 
look the doctrines, which you 
associate so closely with creeds, 


you yet insist apon any acquain. 
tance with the duties of chris. 
tianity, if you require any 
knowledge of the precepts of the 
gospel, thus far you impose a 
creed ; it is not indeed so broad 
and so long as your neighbor’s, 
which unites doctrines to du. 
ties, but it is a creed ; and it re. 
stricts the mind and restrains the 
freedom of motion, though its 
bands are not so tight, nor its 
weight so ponderous as his. 

To be thorough, then, in abol. 
ishing the use of confessions of 
faith, it is necessary completely 
to break down the wall of par- 
tition between the church and the 
world ; no inquiries must be 
made; the broad mantle of mod- 
ern charity must cover every fail. 
ing ; and the liberal, unbigotted 
minister of the gospel must wel. 
come to the supper, which was 
instituted only for the true disci- 
ples of Jesus Christ, must wel. 
come to the feast of the righteous, 
every one, who is disposed to ap- 
proach, however immersed he 
may be in iniquity, however his 
mind may be besotted in igno- 
rance, and however incapable he 
may be of discerning the Lord’s 
body. In this goodly company 
we should find men of all heresies 
and of allsins. ‘The Antinomian 
would enjoy sweet fellowship 
with the Pelagian ; he who wor- 
ships the Lord Jesus as ¢he 
mighty God, would commune 
with the man, who regards hiv 
only as a creature, and who 
counts the worship of hin 4s 
idolatry ; the Papist would eat 
the same body and drink the 
same blood with the Socimian ; 
and the zealous observer of the 
divine commands, who yields his 
whole soul to the obedience o! 
faith, would greet as his chris- 
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tian brother the miserable slave 
of unholy passions. We would 
hope there were no such minis- 
ters of the gospel, so regardless 
of the honor of their Master, 
and so treacherous to his cause. 
The purity of the christian 
church, so far asa careful enqui- 
ry respecting the moral conduct 
of those, who wish for admission, 
and respecting their knowledge 
of the principal doctrines and du- 
ties of christianity can secure it, 
we seriously believe to be of the 
highest importance to the inter. 
ests of religion ; and when we 
see professing christians not dis- 
tinguished for the holiness of 
their lives, when we see the church 
of God confounded with the syn- 
agogue of satan, our feelings o- 
blige us to adopt the exclamation 
of the prophet, ‘**O, that my 
head were waters, and mine eyes 
fountains of tears !’? To preserve 
ihis purity of the church, it is 
necessary that there be some ex- 
amination of the applicants for 
the communion ; and if this ex- 
amination is resorted to thena 
confession of faith is virtually 
demanded, and the answer to 
every inquiry Composes one ar- 
ticle of a creed. 

One other instance will con. 
clude our illustration of the law- 
fulness of requiring a confession 
of faith. It is among the most 
important dutics of ministers of 
the gospel to induct others into 
the sacred office ; and unless they 
are willing to assist in elevating 
to the most dignified, the most 
interesting, the most responsible 
station, men, entirely disquali- 
fied for it, and whose false 
instructions may plunge thou- 
sands of immortal souls into 
hopeless misery ; unless they are 
willing te entrust men, of whom 


they know nothing, witha power, 
the abuse of which will bring 
with it the most tremendous con. 
sequences ; it is indispensably 
necessary, that they make ingui- 
ries respecting the religious sen. 
timents, which are embraced, 
They are under the most solemn 
obligations to commit the gospel 
to faithful men, who shall be 
able to teach others also; and 
as no duty can be imposed upon 
them without an implied permis. 
sion to use the necessary means 
to accomplish it, they may pro- 
ceed to examine the candidate for 
the ministry. If they do exam. 
ine him, if they require his ac- 
knowledgment of a single doc- 
trine of the christian system as 
evidence of his ability to teach, 
they then subject him to the tor- 
ture of a creed. 

We know not in what way an 
attempt can be made to escape 
the force of this reasoning, ex- 
cept by the explicit denial of the 
power of ascertaining a single 
truth of scripture. It is possi- 
ble, that some may consider the 
word of God as an unintelligible 
book, as amaze, in which the 
honest inquirer is inevitably be. 
wildered, or as presenting truths, 
which it is of little consequence 
whether we admit or reject. 
With these men, who bring such 
an impeachment upon thecharac- 
ter of Him, who inspired the 
sacred volume, we have nothing 
to do. But, it may be asked, 
who is the man that shall lay 
claim to infallibility, that shal! 
settle the terms of salvation, and 
shall dare to impose his dogmas 
upon others? ‘This is the great 
objection, and it may not be a 
useless employment to show its 
futility. 

The first remark which occurs 
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is, that this objection of neces- 
sity implies, that not one essen- 
tial truth can be certainly ascer- 
tained ; for if a single doctrine, 
which is essential to the salvation 
of the soul, is seen in a blaze of 
light, this doctrine may be de- 
clared to be fundamental, and 
those who reject it may be pro- 
nounced despisers of the truth of 
heaven. Whatthe scripture re. 
veals as necessary to be believed, 
may be declared to be thus ne. 
cessary, without exposure to the 
charge of assuming dominion 
over another’s faith. Is it then 
a fact, that we may open the sa- 
cred volume and search for in- 
struction, but shall ever be pre- 
cluded from the possibility of 
obtaining knowledge ? Shall we 
always find a mist before our 
eyes, which will prevent us from 
seeing what is presented to us ? 
Can we discern no truth ? Can 
we rely upon no promise? We 
hear the thunders of the divine 
law ; but perhaps our senses are 
disordered ! We listen to the in- 
vitations of a merciful Saviour, 
who died the just for the unjust ; 
but it may be the voice of a de- 
ceiver! Eternity is spread be- 
foreus ; but it is the illusion of 
enchantment ! It is a pleasing 
reflection, that this uncertain, 
wavering, hesitating kind of faith, 
if faith it can be called, does not 
dishonor every one, who pro. 
fesses a regard fo the sure word of 
prophecy, and that there are 
some, who know in whom they 
have believed, some to whom 
the scripture ts profitable for 
doctrine and instruction in right- 
eousness. If then we are capa- 
ble of discerning the form of any 
important truth of revelation, 
which we are required to contem- 
plate we immediately become in- 


vested with authority to say, that 
those who will not fix their eyes 
upon it, incur the penalty of dis. 
obedience. What we know to 
be true, we may infallibly asser¢ 
to be so. 

Another remark, which may 
be made upon the objection above 
stated, is this, that it entirely 
disarms the minister of the gos. 
pel. He may preach, but it will 
be with no effect ; unsettled him. 
self, he can enforce nothing with 
energy. Unless he enjoins the 
reception of the christian doc. 
trines and the observance of the 
christian precepts with a zeal, 
which a fall conviction that he is 
right only can inspire; unless 
he speaks with the authority of 
one, who knows the truth, his 
voice will be as the idle wind. 
If he deals in doubts and proba. 
bilities, it will be hardly possi- 
ble, that he should prove the 
means of saving his people from 
the wrathto come. On this sub- 
ject we cannot repress our senti- 
ments. Fora man unsettled in 
his religious faith, and who does 
not embrace with his whole soul 
the important doctrines of the 
gospel, to take upon himself the 
charge of guiding others in the 
way to heaven, we think is pre- 
sumption, which can_ be estimat- 
ed only from the wide, and infin- 
ite mischief, inevitably result- 
ing from it. 

Much is always said about the 
nature of the human mind, the 
diflerent causes which operate to 
induce belief, the impossibility 
of producing uniformity of sen- 
timent, and the advantages of 2 
discordance of views in furnish- 
ing an opportunity for the exer- 
cise of that candor and charity, 
whose praises are resounded ot 
every side. All this is very 
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well ; but still, if the scripture 
enjoins the belief of certain doc- 
trines and the practice of certain 
duties as necessary to salvation, 
a departure from this injunction, 
notwithstanding the necessity for 
a difference of opinion, which is 
so finely demonstrated, will con- 
duct a man to the flames of the 
abyss. What God has taught 
we are required to believe, and a 
rejection of it, notwithstanding 
the plausible reasons, which may 
be brought forward to justify 
the rejection, will be found at 
last to have originated in an un- 
holy, disobedient heart, in a soul 
regardless of the authority of Je- 
hovah. For ¢f any man will do 
his will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God. 

But to what extent will this 
varicty of opinion be permitted ? 
Will your charity embrace all 
men, however great may be their 
contrariety of sentiment, who 
will merely lay their hands upon 
ihe Bible, and say, ‘* we regard 
this book as a revelation from 
heaven ?”? There are men, who 
will do this, between whom there 
isa much wider difference, than 
between Dr. Priestly and a deist. 
Why then shall not your charity 
include the latter? And if it 
reaches him, why shall the spec- 
ulative atheist, who perhaps 
thinks as much of God and lives 
as good a life, as the deist, be 
shut out from your liberal and 
charitable hopes ? 

The great number of sects into 
which the christian world is di- 
vided, is a consideration, which 
operates with many in produc. 
ing an aversion to creeds. But 
of these we would ask, Do you 
think a belief of a single chris- 
tian doctrine is required in the 
sospel? If youdo not, how does 
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your christianity differ from de- 
ism ? If youdo, weask youto 
designate the doctrine. This 
then is a doctrine, a knowledge 
of which you think, necessary to 
salvation, and the rejection of 
which you think proves a man 
destitute of the christian faith. 
With him therefore you cannot 
commune. Before you will re- 
ceive him to your fellowship, 
you would impose upon him a 
creed. You first require the sub- 
mission of his understanding to 
the article, which composes your 
confession of faith. Exclaim no 
more then against that in others, 
which you practise yourself. 
Either acknowledge the utter 
impossibility of ascertaining the 
truth, and deny the duty of sup- 
porting it, or yield your objec- 
tions to creeds. The claims of 
infallibility, which have been ad- 
vanced by the church of Rome, 
and the errors, which are found 
mingled with the truths, contain- 
ed in many confessions of faith, 
may be brought forward against 
the cause, which we are espous- 
ing ; but unless it is contended, 
that the certain knowledge of the 
christian doctrines is beyond the 
reach of human intellect, unless 
we are cast afloat upon the waves 
of opinion, of probability, of un- 
certainty, of doubt, with no fix- 
ed star and no unvarying needle 
to direct us, the objection is dis- 
armed of itsforce. For bigotry 
thereis no excuse ; we are sup. 
porting no articles of belief, bu: 
which are in scripture declared 
to be necessary ; we attach our- 
selves to no terms of salvation, 
but which are there settled ; and 
thus far we not only think our- 
selves justified in going, but if 
we did not take this ground, we 
are persuaded we should be guil- 
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ty of reproaching the Father of 
Lights, of contemning his truth, 
of betraying his cause. But it 
will be said, may you not err in 
some articles of your belief ? 
May you not deceive yourself, 

while you think you are holding 
the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience 2 And may you not 
require what is not necessary as 
evidence of the christian charac- 
ter? If L do this, | must answer 
for it not to a human tribunal, 
but at the judgment seat of 
Christ. I must follow conscience, 
even though it be not enlighten. 
ed; and if through an evil heart, 
throu gh deep rooted prejudice, 

and perverting passions, [ have 
embraced falsehood, the light of 
the great day will make it mani- 
fest. ‘Tillthen, those, who ac- 
knowledge themselves unfixed in 
their sentiments, and incapable 
of discerning the great doctrines 
and injunctions of the gospel, 
can with no consistency and no 
reason pronounce me mistaken, 
or reprehend me for my conduct. 

Thus much then we think is 
plain, that itis not unlawful un- 
der certain circumstances, to re- 
quire a confession of faith. 

The other question now pre- 
sents itself, 7s #f right to insist 
upon a confession, not expressed 
in the language of scripture ? 
Much may be said of the suffi. 
ciency of the sacred volume, of 
the clearness with which its es. 
sential doctrines are expressed, 
and of the imposibility of guard. 
ing against a dishonest subscrip- 
tion ; but ic is not to prevent the 
subcription of dishonest men, 
who are capable ef declaring 
their belief of what they do not 
believe, that creeds are formed. 
It is idle to expect, that either 
scriptural or unscriptural ex. 


pressions would be of any ayail 
against these men. ‘The com. 
pend will be subscribed; but 
even in this case the object of it 
may be in part effected; for they 
will be careful not to disprove 
the sincerity of their profession, 
lest they should be cut off from 
the privileges, which in conse. 
quence of it they enjoy; and 
thus the truths collected will be 
guarded from an open hostility 
and will be honored with the re. 
spect of at least a professed at. 
tachment to them. 

It is in regard to those, who 
stand forth boldly and honestly 
in the support of errors, danger. 
ous to the souls of men, that 
creeds are principally directed ; 
and it is in cases of this kind, 
that the question of preference 
between a confession expressed 
in the language of scripture, and 
a confession expressed ina lJan- 
guage understood alike by all 
men becomes most important. It 
may excite surprise, that on this 
subject there should be any dif- 
ference of opinion. There is not 
and cannot in fact be a moment’s 
hesitation in the mind of any in- 
telligent man, who admits the 
propriety of ascertainihg the sen. 
timents of another ; for does not 
every one know, that men may 
fully believe what is false, and 
that those, who admit the scrip- 
ture to be a revelation from God 
and assert the truth of every 
part,may yet misapprehend every 
doctrine, pervert the meaning of 
every expression, and distort ‘and 
bend to their preconceived and 
false opinions every representa. 
tion, which is made? A very 
simple statement will bring a suf- 
ficient answer to all the impas- 
sioned eloquence, which was ever 
employed against the imposition 
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of what are termed unscriptural 
articles of faith. You inquire 
of 2 man, who professes himself 
to be a christian, whether he be- 
lieves the de ‘ciswation of scrip- 
ture, that God worketh all things 
after the counsel of his oz ron will 2 
and he says yes. You ask him 
then whether he believes, that 
the agency of God ¢ concerned 
in the production of every event ? 
and he says no, for th at would 
be m aking G od the author of sin! 
You inquire of him, whether he 
admits the scriptural assertion, 
that Jesus Christ is the Word, 
which was made flesh, which was 
in the beginning with God, and 
cchich wasGod 2? and he expresses 
his assent. You then ask him, 
whether he believes that Christ 
existed before he came into the 
world, whether he considers him 
as any thing more than a mere 
man ? and he says no! Youin. 
uire of him whether he believes 
the scripture, that except aman 
¢ born again he cannot see the 
Kingdom of God, and that men 
are saved by the washing of re- 
generation and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost ? and he says yes. 
Ask him agaim in human lan. 
guage, whet her he believes ¢here 
is &@ Holy Ghost, and he will say, 
he cannot tell! We could pur- 
suc the illustration to an indefin. 
extent : bat the further pur- 
ut of it is unnecessary. By 
omposing a confession of faith 
ofthe phrases of scripture a ver- 
i agreement may indeed he se- 
cured, and this is all. You ob. 
un no knowledge of sentiment ; 
ou have no sec urity against er. 
or No one, who admits the 
authenticity of the sacr ed vol. 
ime, will openly reject a single 
‘“atence, which it contains. 
“ropose to him any passage, and 
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he yields to it; but propose to 
him the same thing in words, 
whichthe ingenuity of error has 
not rendered ambiguous, in lan. 
guage, of the meaning of which 
you and he have but one opinion, 
and you will know what he is, 
you will perhaps find him an op- 
poser of the truth, 

But what right, it may be ask. 
ed, has any one to assert, that 
his construction is true? This is 
the last refuge of those, with 
whom we are contending, and 
this is only bringing forward a- 
gain thesubject of the Zaz ofulness 
of creeds, which has been already 
discussed. A few thoughts, how. 
ever, in relation to it may here be 
added. It has sometimes been 
said, that a man may be very 
honest in his inquiries after the 
truth, who yet is unsettled in 
his judgment with respect to the 
principal doctrines of the gospel. 
[n reply to this representation 
we would observe, that the best 
and only evidence of honesty in 
research, where the means of in. 
formation are aiforded, is the re- 
ception of thetruth. He who af. 
ter reading the scriptures, misap- 
prehends the great and prominent 
doctrines of revelation, proves 
himself to be blind. He shuts 
his eyes to the light, which beams 
from the objects “hefore him. He 
may be sincere in his errors ; 
and so is every man, who forms 
any opinions. But his confi. 
dence that ! e is in the right way 
will not render him the less like- 
ly to plunge down the precipice, 
towards which he is securely 
hastening ; nor does it diminish 
- obligation, which is laid apon 

, to warn him and those, whom 
a "tolstcnd ls, of their impending 
ruin. W. 
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ON CHURCH GOVERNMENT. 


Quest. Ir a council, called 
by a church to ordain a man to 
be her pastor, find him to be, in 
their opinion, heretical, and 
therefore refuse to prdain him ; 
may the church convene a second 
council, and may they, judging 
him to be orthodox, proceed to 
ordain him ? 

Under a government which ape 
points courts of justice of differ- 
ent ranks, a superior may cor- 
rect the errors of an inferior tri- 
bunal. In the present question 
this is not contemplated. The 
second council is of no higher 
grade than the first. In several 
respects it is inferior to it. 

Whatever liberty may be in. 
dulged in choosing a mutual 
council,as an arbitration between 
parties, a church, it is concciv- 
ed, is not allowed any great 
power of selecting the members 
of a council, which is to act un- 
der the authority of Christ. If 
in an ordaining council, a few 
friends, of the candidate be invit- 
ed from a distance, to assist, it 
is doubted whether the gospel 
warrants their afiecting the re- 
sult, which would be given by 
those of the counci!, who belong 
to the vicinity. Impartiality is 
essential in instituting courts of 
judicature ; an@ it is liable to be 
disregarded if day considerable 
liberty of choice for the occasion 
be allowed. And, it is thought, 
experience teaches that for a 
church to pass by her sisters, 
who are near, in calling an or- 
daining council from a distance, 
to serve a particular design, ex- 
poses it to schism. 

In the Old Testament and in 
the New, elders are mentioned as 
rulers : elder s of cities, and el. 


ders of churches, whose jurisdic. 
tion is appropriate to their sey. 
eral cities and churches. It is 
also signified that Christ’s minis. 
ters are to limit themselves a. 
cording to the measure of the 
rule which God hath distributed 
to them. They have severally 
a line or measure beyond which 
they may not stretch themselves, 
to boast of things without their 
measure, of other men’s labors, 
Is it perfectly evident, that this 
line reaches so far, or that this 
measure is so large, as to permit 
them to pass by their brethren 
and exercise authority over a 
church from which, they are sep. 
arated by intervening _ sister 
churches ? The angel of the 
church of Ephesus tried them 
who said they were apostles and 
were not and found them liars, 
But it is believed this exercise of 
authority was at Ephesus where 
the angel had jurisdiction, and 
not at Smyrna, Antioch or any 
remote city. Paul’s charge 
expresses this limitation. ** Take 
heed—to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the church 
of God.”’ To feed, as the orig- 
inal word signifies in other tn. 
stances, is to rule; it at least 
includes ruling, and doubtless 
extends to ordaining pastors or 


elders ofthe church. And though 


limited to those over whom the 
Holy Ghost makes elders over- 
seers, it evidently extends so far, 
as is necessary to an administra- 
tion by a council or presbytery, 
such as Paul addressed. Bat, as 
far as the writer has noticed, 1 

reading the word of God, shike 
is no direction or example but 
that gives countenance toa coun- 
cil convened from the vicinagera- 
ther than from remote situations. 
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Will any say? The church 


give authority to the council, and 
may therefore convene what min- 
isters and churches she pleases. 
If it beso 3 why does the coun- 
cil assume the form of a judica- 
tory ? Why are pastors and del- 
egates called for ? And why are 
any agents employed by the 
church otherwise than to perform 
the parts of the ordination? But, 

ifthe council receive their au- 
thority from Christ, to act for 
him in regulating concerns of his 
kingdom, the manner of their ap- 
pointment should accord with his 
direction, and with the business 
they are to perform. ‘They are 
to judge whether the church and 
congregation be in fit condition 
to receive the pastor elect, and 
whether he be a suitable persou 
to be ordained over them. But 
if the church after hearing the 
result of their first council, that 
they find the man in their opiu- 
ion, heretical, persist in the 
desire to have him ordained, and 
he concur with them, in conven- 
ing a second council, in what 
view will the members of it be 
chosen ? Will it not be, at all 
events, to have the ordination 
take place? It is understood that 
whatever be a man’s sentiments, 
if his talents are good and his 
person acceptable, he may find 
brethren to give him countenance, 
And will it not be the calcula- 
tion of the church and candidate 
to guard against a second disap- 
pointment, by selecting members 
for the council, thatrwill either 
call his sentiments orthodox, or 
not beconscientiously scrupulous 
about opinions, and will be sure 
to gratify the church by ordain- 
ing their chosen pastor. A coun- 
cil so called, however respecta- 
ble the personal characters of the 
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members may be, will not be en- 
titled to confidence, as an impar- 
tial iridunal, judging for Jesus 
Christ. 

The act of the church in calling 
the second council,is to be viewed 
as the act of a majority of the 
brethren, but not of every individ. 
ual. The rejection of the opinion 
of her first council, for imputing 
heretical sentiments to her pas- 
tor elect, makes it reasonable to 
conclude, that she either has de- 
parted from the faith in which 
she formerly held communion 
with her sister churches and in- 
dividual members, or is less solic. 
itous to preserve that faith than 
to be gratified in her chosen 
minister. Individuals, and it is 
to be supposed their nuw.bers and 
piety are respectable, may ad- 
here to their faith and to the re- 
sult of the council, that has had 
regular cognizance of the ques- 
tion, between their brethren and 
them. There are now two 
parties, for the Maloney have 
made themselves a party, by ap- 
pealing to a second council, in 
which the minority cannot con- 
cur. Their consciences forbid 
their acting in the choice, or if 
they be willing to submit the 
question anew to a council mu- 
tually chosen, or called from the 
vicinage without selection, this 
is not agreed to. The majority, 
commanding the vote of the 
church, make the choice, the 
candidate uniting with them, and 
the voice of the minority is not 
heard. <As to the question be- 
tween them, whether the result 
of the first council shall stand in 
favor of tlie minority, or be set 
aside, and the man be ordained in 
gratification of the majority, the 
choice of the council is wholly 
ex-parte, though they be more 
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honorably termed an ordaining 
council, 

In all these views the second 
council does not stand on equal 
ground with the first ; which ts 
allowed to have been called in 
the order of the gospel, free from 
party views or party choice. 
But were there in all these re- 
spects an equality between them, 
it is not perceived that the sec- 
ond council could act, without 
violating first principles of duty. 

‘‘Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and submit your. 
selves.”? Against the authority 
of the first council there is no 
objection. ‘They acted within 
their measure. ad they or- 
dained the candidate, he would 
have been av elder, whom the 
Holy Ghost would have made an 
overseer. ‘The authority of the 
council is no less to be respected 
in declaring him in their opinion 
heretical, and unprofitable to be 
ordained. *¢ Verily 1 say unto 

ou, Whatsoever yeshall bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven ; 
and whatsoever ye shall loose 
on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.”’ ‘These are passages for 
the consideration of the second 
council, the church and the can- 
didate, to say, if they can, that 
they do not disobey the ordinance 
of God. Again, 

‘*'Thou shalt not respect the 
person of the poor, nor honor 
the person of the mighty.”? The 
minority as to influence are the 
poor, the majority are the migh- 
ty. And to set aside a judg- 
ment out of respect to a party, 
that it may be gratified with 
a favorable decision on a new 
hearing, is equally forbidden, as 
to be actuated by the same con- 
sideration to give a partial judg. 
ment, Further, 
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‘©A bishop must be blameless, 
apt to teach, and of good report 
of them which are without.’ A 
man, who is found, on a regular 
hearing, to be heretical, is not 
blameless, is not apt to teach the 
pure doctrines of Jesus, and is 
not of good report of them who 
are without, being condemned of 
heresy by those within. 

‘¢ Lay hands suddenly on no 
man,neither be pariaker of other 
men’s sins : keep thyseif pure.” 
Is it decent, or consisient with 
any rule of order, or authority 
in the church. 
convene on a call to 
man, already judged 
and yet lying 
pronounced by a 
In this way every 
of heresy, ‘either in a 
or a pastor, may annuiled s 
and no one can be excinded from 
the ministry for holding ynscrip- 
tural Opinions. Dut 

Shall he be ordained, and then 
a mutual council be called, by 
him and the aggrieved, to try 
him on the charge of here SY, 
which after taking previous mea. 
sures they shall allege agaiust 
him ? Which is the least absurd, 
to appoint a man to office, and 
then institute atribunal to see if 
he be fit for it; or to punish a 
inan ON suspicion of a crime, and 
then give him a trial, to 
whether he be guilty ? Be side, 

This man has already bee n 
tried, and convicted on the most 
unexceptionable testimony, his 
own declarations. ‘The trial was 
before a tribunal against which 
there lies no objection. He, 
truly, cannot object to it ; for 
inaccepting the call of thechurch, 
and oficring himself to be or- 
dained by the council which she 
had called with his approbation, 
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he put himself under their juris- 
diction. And they possessed 
complete authority to examine 
him. and to condemn or approve 
onthe evidence he should exhibit. 
Authority to ordain a man over 
a people implies authority to say 
he shall not be ordained over 
ihem ; and authority to say, he 
he is worthy of oflice, supposes 
authority to say, he is unworthy 
of it. 

in fine, it isnot clear that any 
other council, unless an enlarged 
council called by a reapplica- 
tion to the same churches, and 
others of the same connexion, 
can have cognizance of this mat- 
ter. The idea that the accused 
and accuser should nominate his 
judges does not well accord with 
a complete organization of the 
church. Ina civil community 
itis not allowed, when an ollence 
against the state is alleged. It 
is not understood that Christ has 
directed to itin his kingdom. A 
man’s coming from under anoth- 
er jurisdiction is no good reason 
for his calling his friends after 
him, to be a part of the judges 
of his conduct. <A foreigner, if 
accused of a crime is tried both 


by the laws and by the tribunal 
of the place, in which the action 
criminated is saidto have been 
done. A heathen that professed. 
ly becomes a christian, is amen. 
able not to his former heathen 
friends, but to the church to 
which he joins himself. And he 
who removes from one part to an. 
other of the kingdom of Christ, 
there makes an appeal to the 
authority of the church, is bound 
to submit to its decision. 
Pau. 


‘Tie above remarks, as well as 
some others of a similar character 
published in former numbers of 
this work, have beenadmitted on 
the principle expressly of en. 
couraging free inquiry on sub- 
jects pertaining to the order and 
discipline of the churches. In 
admitting them, therefore we are 
not to be considered as giving 
our Own opinions on the points 
in question; but answers tothem, 
ably and candidly written, we 
hold ourselves equally ready to 
admit. Our own opinions how- 
ever, may, in some form or oth. 
er, in due time appear. 

EDITORS. 
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|Cowper’s view of the pulpit and preachers in a celebrated passage of his Task 
has been so highly and deservedly admired, that avy thing from him on the 
manner of preaching can hardly failto engage attention. The following remarks 
therefore, found in two of his letters to his friend the Rey. Mr. Newton, and publish- 
edin the third volume of his ‘¢ Life and Posthumous Works,” by Hayley, may 


not be unacceptable nor without their use. 


TO THE REV. JOHN NEWTON. 
June 17, 1783. 


‘MY DEAR FRIEND, 
**Your letter reached Mr. 


C 
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S—— while Mr. was with 
him. Whether it wrought any 
change in Aés opinion of that 
gentleman as a preacher, I know 
not ; but for my own part 1 give 
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you full credit for the soundness 
and rectitude of yours. Noman 
was ever scolded out of his sins. 
The heart, corrupt as it is, and 
because it is so, becomes angry if 
it be not treated withsome man. 


agement and good manners, and 
scolds again. A surly mastiff 


will bear perhaps to be stroked, 
though he will growl even under 
ihat operation ; but if you touch 
Kim roughly he will bite. There 
is no grace that the spirit of self 
can counterfeit with more suc- 
cess, than a religious zeal. <A 
man thinks he is fighting for 
Christ, and he is fighting for his 
own notions. [le thinks he is 
skilfully searching the hearts of 
others, when he is only gratify- 
ing the malignity of his own ; 
and charitably supposes his hear- 
ers destitute of all grace, that he 
may shine the more in his own 
eyes by comparison. When he 
has performed this notable task, 
he wonders that they are not 
converted ; ‘She has given it 
them soundly, and if ey do not 
tremble and confess that God is 
in him of a truth, he gives them 
up as reprobate, incorrigible, and 
lost for ever.”?>. But a man that 
loves me, if he sees me in an error, 
will pity me, and calmly endea- 
vor to convince me of it and per- 
suade me to forsake it. If he 
has great and good news to tell 
he will not do it angrily, 
and in much heat and discom- 
posure of spirit. [tis not there- 
fore easy to conceive on what 
ground a minister can justify 
conduct which only proves that 
he does not understand his 
errand. ‘The absurdity of it 
would certainly strike him if he 
were not himself deluded. 
A people will always love a 
minister if a minister seems to 
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love his people. The old maxim 
simile agit in simile, iS in no 
case more exactly verified; there. 
fore you were beloved at Olney, 
and if you preached to the 
Chickesaws and Choctaws, would 
be equally beloved by he im, 


W ILLIAM COWPER. 





In another letterto Mr. New. 
ton, dated March 29, 1784, re. 
ferring to the same Mr. S$ . 
Mr. Cowper oilers similar re. 
marks, 

‘¢ Mr. S———, who you say 
was mach admired in your 
pulpit, would be equaliy adnured 
in his own, at least by all capa. 
ble judges, were he net so apt to 
be angry with his congregation, 
This hurts him, aud had he the 
understanding and eloquence of 
Paul himself, would still hurt 
him. He seldom, hardly ever 
indeed, preaches a genile well 
tempered sermon, but | hear it 
highly commended ; but warmth 
of temper, indulged to a degree 
that may be cailed scolding, de 
feats the end of preaching.” 
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REFLECTIONS ON A DEPARTURE 
PROM GOD. 


Ir is desirable, not only for 
the establishment of a christian’s 
peace, that he should be found 
in the exercises of his holy call- 
ing; but it is desirable, also, 
that he should live and walk con- 
tinually under the light of God’s 
countenance, that he may rejoice 
even in tribulations and glorify 
his heavenly Father, Sometimes 
even days and wecks, nay whole 
months are spent without the 
least ray of comfort, or a sweet 
return of enlivening hope, acting 
upon the soul. But these gloomy 
scenes of spiritual adversity, 
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which are not unfrequently ac- 
companied with bodily affliction, 
often originate in a deviation 
from that path of rectitude pre- 
scribed inthe word of God. The 
mountain of holiness, though 
surrounded without the tempes- 
tuous storms of life, is marked 
witha road of sweet serenity, 
pleasant to the pilgrim’s eye! 
“ But view the trav’ller wearied on his 
W \ joe 
Losing the footsteps of his wonted path, 
He sinks beneath the load—the scenes of 
life, 
In variegated hue, withdraw the mind, 
And clouds obscure his parting rays of 


hupe !” 


When little time has been spent 
in reading the word, in prayer, 
or in the more public means of 
grace, the Lord is oftentimes 
pleased to send some painful vis. 
itation of his providence onthose, 
who are peculiar objects of his 
care, to bring them toa sense of 
themselves. But these gloomy 
dispensations, though painful for 
the present, are always produc. 
tive of ultimate good to the souls 
of the afilicted; being designed 
by their heavenly Father to make 
them partakers of his holiness, 
that they may be mete to be re. 
ceived iiito mansions of everlast. 
ing rest. Amidst all the moment. 
ary trouble of believers, labour. 
ing under the pressure of spiritual 
or temporal afflictions, they are 
too apt to forget the good things 
that God has done for them in 
seasons past. But remember, O 
christian ! that the Lord has 


dealt bountifully with thee; and_ 


Jet the consideration of it tend to 
invigorate thy mind, and rouse 
thee to prayer, thankfulness, and 
praise! Salvation is still of the 
Lord, and those who trust in 
HIM shall not be ashamed. ’Tis 
he,and he alone, who can give the 
witness of the Spirit of all truth, 
that we may be enabled to live 
by experience of the hope that is 
within us. Reflect, therefore, 
upon the difficulties thou hast 
already been enabled to sur. 
mount, and be diligently found 
in the means of grace. Lookno 
more to frames and feelings, nor 
temporal calamities ; but remem.- 
ber that the merciful attribute of 
a God in Jesus Christ is what faith 
fixes its hope upon; for he who 
cometh unto God by prayer, must 
first believe that he is gracious.— 
Retire then, O child of sorrow! 
into the closet of thine heart, and 
‘* examine thyself?’—Is there not 
a cause ?—Look simply towards 
God in his word, and he will give 
thee a heart to understand, and 
a propensity again to holy things. 
Strive, in the strength that is 
given thee,to press forward in the 
holy exercise of a living faith ; 
impressed with an humble assur. 
ance of what the Lord has al. 
ready done for thy soul in seasons 
past ; for he has dealt bounti- 
fully with thee ; and it is thy 
duty to rejoice even in tribula. 
tions, and glorify the God of thy 
mercies. 
Evan. Mag. 
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WVessrs. Editors, 
et almost all the collections of 
‘Sacred Poetry,” which I have seen, 
certain much admired hymns, are 


generally found in them, and in vari- 
ous other compilations, of a serious 
and moral character. This is one 
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proof of their excellence, and en- 
creases the desire to ascertain their 
real author, and this is the motive of 









the present inquiry. I refer more 
particularly to those for which credit 
is given to Appison; but as this 






eminent writer does not need, (and 
I think would not desire) dishonest 
iame, to add to his evergre c n wreath, 
it may be worth our time to pursue 
the inquiry, for the pleasure of doing 
justice, to forgotten merit. 

As these colle ctiol IS, now multiply 
so iast, 3 is much to be desired, that 
the error, if it is one, should be cor- 
rected, in all future compilations and 
editions, or the doubts removed, and 
the name of the illustrious Addison, 
continue to receive the meed of 
praise ; and should this humble trib- 
ute to the name and virtues of Mare 
vell, ever mect the eye of a British 
critical reviewer, I shali have reason 
to congratulate myself, if it excite t 

2 further Review and invest nh 
pec it possible, the question be once 
for all, settled beyond further doubt 
or controversy. 

These hymns are so well known, 
that to recite the first line of each, 
may be a sufficient intimation to the 


»” anlar 
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One is a paraphrase on the 19th 
psalm. 
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“ The spacious firmament on high, 






Another ts of the 23d psalm, 
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°° The Lord my pasture shall prepare.’ 
Another is of the 114th psalm. 






‘When Israel Sieed from Pharach’s 
hand,” 
f feteg 







Another is on the — psalm, or 
** David’s Hymn of Gratitude.” 


“6 When all thy mercies, O my God, 








Another (in some col! ec seta) | 
called ** The Traveller’: Psalm,” 








* In Thompson’s editron : of Mars vell, 
sg are (3 werses to this hymn. In 

r. Belknap’s collection and some othe 
ers, there are only 12.—In the Bir- 
mingham, collection, there are 15, but 
at is divided into two hymns, and the 
first v rse is r¢ repe ated, so as to make 15 
un the wihele. Tf the two las quoted 
hymns Were meant as Versions Or pard- 
bhrases of particular psalms, they are 
al expressed by Thonipe ica nor in any 
of the collections which Ihave examined. 
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9 
“© How are thy servants bless'd O Lord.” 


Perhaps there are others, of which 
Tam not yet informed. 

In the 453d No. of the Spectator, 
Mr. Addison himself, gives us the 
following account. 

**T have already communicated to 
pe public, some pieces of DIVINE Po. 

ETRY, and as they 'y have met with a very 
fou orable reception, I shal iL from time 
to time, publ lish any work of the same 

nature, which has not yet appeared ix 
print, and may be acceptable to my 
readers.” 

In the preface to Thompson’s life* 





*<°The works of Andrew Mar. 
vell, Esq. poetical, controversial, 
political, containing many original 
letters, poems, and tracts, never be- 
fore printed, with a new life of the 
author, by Capt. Edward Thompson. 
In 3 vols. [large 4to.] London, 
printed for the e litor, by Henry Bald- 
win, and sold by Dodstey in Pall mall, 
(and several other booksellers men- 
tioned,) A. D. 1776.” 

The title page is here copied, with 
2 view to make this Sac-slp more gen- 
erally known, especially to youth, and 
I cannot resist, e xpressing ‘the wish, 
that this, or a better, (if there is any 
better) life, of that incorruptible pat- 
riot, Andrew Marvell, were to be 
found in our bookstores, in a more 
compressed and cheaper American 
edition ; which might be very easily 
done, in one quarto vol. of the same 
size, by using the long primer type; 
instead of the pica, as in the British 
edition. My object will be still more 
completely attained, if this hint 
should stimulate some printer or 
bookseller, to undertake an edition et 
ithe works of Marvell in Boston. Next 
perhaps to Plutarch, no book within 
my knowledge or recollection, would 
so expand the fine feelings of the heat 
or give more exquisite pleasure, to 
those whoare charmed with exalted 
public virtue, in Aristides (of Ath- 
ens), Regulus of Rome, Ximenes of 
Spain, Sully of France, Sohn Dewrtt 
of Holland, or Foseph Reed of Amer- 
ica, will here read the life and works 
of aman, worthy with them, to have 
a niche in the Pantheon of Fame. 

This would be profitable reading 
indeed, to young gentlemen who have 
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ofthe immortal ANprew MARVELL, 
we have the following information. 
“I have ventured to give the excel- 
lent compos’ ‘ons, of this great and ex- 
alted character, bec cause they have never 
been given to the world,—but in a mu- 
tilated, and an emperfect state. The 


best edition of his poems, is published 


by Mr. Thomas Davies, from those. 


given by A pias 52 years after the death 
of Mr. M arvell ; dut his political and 
controversial % airhe, were never yet Ccol- 
lected. The late Mr. Tuomas Ho t- 
Lis, of honorable memory, had once a 
design, of making a collection of his 
compositions, and. advertisements were 
pu blished for that purpose, by the 
late Andrew Millar; and all the MSS. 
and scarce tracts, collected for that pur- 


pose, were afterwards given me, by his 


angenious friend. In this design, the 
late Mr. Robert Nettleton as asa. and 
ill his papers, since his death, have 
been politely allowed to me by his kins- 
man, Mr. Thomas Raikes. % 
Thompson proceeds to claim the 
aforementioned hymns as the produc- 
tion of that most excellent man, 
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(Marvell) and says—** How these came 
to Mr. Addison's hands Feiteiants explaziy 
but by his words, they seem to be remite 
ted by correspondents, and might pers 
haps come from the relations of Mar- 
vell.”’ He also vindicates the right 
of Marvell, to several other pieces, on 
liehter subjects,andthus asserts their 
authenticity — 
Mr. T. Hollis, I have been favored 
by his successor, with many anec- 
dotes, MSS. and scarce compositions 
of our author, such as I was unabie 
to procure any where else ; and by 
the attention and friendship of ] Mr. 
Raikes, Lhave been put in possession 
of a volume of Mr. Marvell’s pores 
some written with his own hand, and 
the rest copied by his order.” 

In Thompson’s edition, thus print- 
ed from Marvell’s MSS. book, he 
supplies omissions, corrects the mis- 
canes; mutilations, or 
the editorofthe “Sratre Poems,” 
of Cooke, and others, as he says—*‘for 
I have given his ; — 3, as they were 
written by his own pen 


A concise senate of 


t. Marvell, 





a taste for biography, poetry, politics, 
and miscellany, and who may at some 
future day, be in situations, that 
may put their virtue to the proof; 
and who will find it much fortified 
by the example of a patriot so il- 
lustrious : and being thus proved, 
may shine in the same resplendent 
dignity. I have not the requisite 
talents s, to give a critical analysis, . 
these three volumes, considered a 
models of good taste and lentes 
writing ; but the sublime virtues of 
the man, give his works a title, to an 
atte ntive perusal: so far however, 
my Frans ase reading enables me to 

‘, his style may be said to possess 
a ma sculine strength, and perspicu- 
ity, his wit is lively, and his satire 
the most keen. As a man, though 
poor in pelf, he had the true intellec- 
tual riches,—an independent mind, 
an honest heart. As a member of 
parliament, he was above all price, 
jor he could not be bought, by the 
inion, the lord treasurer Danky, 
with the gold or caresses of his mas 
ter, king Charles the 2d. 


** What is the chaff to the wheat.” 


What are the tinsel titles—what is 
Vou. I. New Series. 





the smoke, which envelopes Eucene 
or Marlboro’—the Hawhe’s and the 
Wolf’s, tothe serene light which sur 
rounds from a ray of the Recerca aol 

nine thi -} } In ia BS Ses 
shining throug h the mind of Andrew 
Marx VE i?. 


Under his portrait, in the first of 
these volumes, we read 


‘© ANDREW MARVELL, 
member for Kingston upon Hull, in 
the p: einen. whic h “beg an 25th 
April, 1660, and 8th May, 1661. The 
last commoner who received allow- 
ance from his constituents, and the 
friend and protector of 

Joun MI.LtTown. 
Drawn and engraved 1776, by James 
Basire, irom a po! irait, painted in 
the year 1660, which was in the pos- 
session of Tuomas Houuis, of Lin- 
coln’s Inn, I. R. and A. S 


But whether fate or art, untwin'd his 
thre ads 

Remains in doubt ; fame’s lasting reg- 
ister 

Shall leave his name 
as th ose, 

Who at Puiruipi, for their cox 


fy 29 
fell. 
9 Q 
iad 


inroll’d, as great 


*©Since the death of 


variations, of 
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may be found in Watkins’ Biographi- 
cal Dictionary ; perh: pS as much, as 
might be expected, i in such a work ; 
but 1 should be highly gratified to 
hear of any other aut hor, who has 
written the life, or given any further 
account, of this admirable man. 

You, gentle men, or your correspon. 
dents, whose extensive reading and 
acquaintance, with the poets in our 
language, are far above mine, willdo 
me a favour, and probably others, 
by investigating these claims, and 
rendering to the true author, the mer- 
it of these char ming hymns. 

Tuomas E._woop. 
——=< 
From the Christian Observer. 

SIR, 

My situation as a minister of a par- 
ish, in a part ofthe kingdom where a 
great many soldiers have been suc- 
cessively quartered during the late 
war, has’atiorded me much. opportu- 
nity of observing and inquiring into 
the state ofreligion amongst thatclass 
of men. Althou; rh, forthe most part, 
the character and conduct of the mil- 
itary presents a picture of impiety 
and licentiousn es, from which the 
mind of the serious christian turns 
with mingled abhorrence and pity, 

yet I feel much satisfaction in being 
able to bear testimony to several in- 
stances of genuine piety, even under 
all the difficulties and disadvantages 
which are attached tothe life and hab- 
its of the soldier. Ihave spent many 
hours, in the course of the last five 
years, in very profit: able and edify- 
i 1g communic atio n with men of this 
description, who have withstood the 
temptations and opposition which the 
present state of the military calling 
presents ; and who have unremitting- 
ly persevered in the profession and 
practice of religion, notwithstanding 
the influence and per suasion of evil 
companions, nay, too often the threats 
and persecution of their officers. The 
trials to which those, who are more 

than usually concerned for the wel- 
fare of their souls, are exposed to 
from the ill-will and derision of the 
world, is well known, but few, if any, 
are placed under more trying circum- 
stances than the religious soldier. 
The hatred, scorn, and persecution, 
which he generally meets with, is far 
greater than that which usually falls 


to the lot of religious people of the 
lower classes, who are placed in oth. 
er situations of life. 

Shortly after the retur» of the duke 
of York from Holland, one of the reg. 
iments, which had suffered very ma- 
terially inthe different engagements, 
Was quartered in my parish. A pri- 
vate soldier called upon me one even- 
ing after divine service, with a re- 
quest that I would explain a particular 
part of my discourse, which he had 
just heard, expressing, at the same 
time, much interest in the general 
subject of it. I found him to be a 
very well-informed man, of distin- 
guished piety, and much religious 
knowledge. His language and ad- 
dress betrayed evident’ marks of 
strong natural sense, aided by an 
unusual acquaintance with the word 
of God, and the operations of his 
grace upon the heart. 

From this man I received a most 
interesting detail of circumstances 
which eccurred during the campaign 
in Holland, including a particular ac- 
count of the temper and behavior of 
many individuals before and during the 
heat of battle. Such anecdotes, from 
a sensible and pious man, I consider 
as very Valuable ; for although we are 
at no loss in obtaining minute details 
of military operations from various 
quar ters, both public and private, yet 
the religious history of a battle is one 

not always to be procured. 1 may ay 
possibly take some future 0} peertny 
of communicating to you this good 
man’s remarks on the state of his 
comrades during that awful suspense 
between life and death which a battle 
occasions. 

He frequently called upon me dur- 
ing the continuance of the regiment 
in my neighborhood, and every suc- 
ceeding interview gave me fresh 
proofs of his religious attainments. 
At that time he was the only man in 
the regiment who made any profes- 

sion of religion, and on that account 
was ridiculed snd despised by the 
greater part of his companions. 

At length the regiment having 
nearly repaired, by fresh recruits, 
the loss sustained in Holland, was or 
dered to join a camp then forming; 
for the purpose of collecting troops 
for the Egyptian expedition, under 
the command of sir Ralph Abet- 
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crombie. A few days before their de- 
parture, Ww—-, for that was his 
name, brought with him another pri- 
vate of the same regiment, who had 
expressed a particular desire to speak 
with me, but of whom he knew very 
little, except that in some of the en- 
gagements in Holland he had been 
observed voluntarily to seek danger, 
and needlessly to hazard his person, 
as if with a desperate resolution of 
ridding himself of life. On being in- 
troduced to me alone, the stranger 
said, that he hoped I should excuse 
the liberty he had taken of coming to 
request that I would purchase a small 
parcel which he had brought, in or- 
der to enable him to supply himself 
with a few necessaries preparatory to 
his voyage to Egypt, as he had no 
other means of raising a little money. 
He was atall young man, of a dark 
sun-burnt countenance, having some- 
thing in his aspect, speech, and ad- 
dress, which struck me as being above 
his present appearance. On opening 
his parcel which he did not do with- 
out some confusion, it proved to con- 
sist of some clergyman’s bands, one 
or two religious books, and some man- 
uscript sermons. ‘Sir,’ said he, 
*‘you will hear with surprise, and I 
cannot mention it without some un- 
easiness, what Ihave for a long time 
concealed from every one around me, 
that I am in reality a brother clergy- 
man, though now disguised in the 
habit of a common soldier. My 
father is a clergyman in Wales 
he educated me himself for the 
church, and procured me ordination, 
with a title to a curacy at ——, in 
the county of W : my name is 
E——. Icontinued upon that cure 
three years, during which time, lam 
sorry to say, through much; impru- 
dence and inattention to the decorum 
which suited my character, I con- 
tracted several debts, which I had 
neither means nor prospect of paying. 
Fearing disgrace and imprisonment, 
and knowing my father’s. inability to 
assist me, I quitted the town, and 
formed the resolution of enlisting as 
« soldier, which I shortly afterwards 
did, and was soon sent on the expe- 
dition to Holland, whence I lately re- 
turned. That you may have no 
doubts as to the truth of my story, 
which may possibly induce you to 


“e 
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sympathize with a brother clergy- 
man in distress, I will shew you sey- 
eral letters and papers which, when 
you have read, I trust you will give me 
credit for the truth of my relation.” 
He also wrote some sentences in m 
presence, which proved his hand. 
writing to be the same with that ofthe 
manuscript sermons he had request- 
ed me to purchase. On examining the 
letters, (some of which were from his 
father, expostulating with him on his 
extravagance) ; and putting a variety 
of questions to him, I feltiully satis- 
fied as to the truth of his story. 

I was greatly concerned at what 
he had related, and began to enter 
into a close and friendly expostu- 
lation with him on the inconsistency 
of his present situation with the sa- 
cred profession to which he was 
bound by ties the most indissoluble : 
lurged the duty of his endeavoring 
to return, if possible, to the discharge 
of his ministerial duties with a mind 
influenced and improved by the ex- 
perience of past hardships and misfor- 
tunes. As he did not appear dis- 
posed to follow this advice, I brought 
forward, with much earnestness, 
every argument which scripture or 
reason suggested to my mind on the 
subject, and begged that he would 
permit me to endeavor to procure 
his discharge from the army, by a 
representation of his case to the 
duke of York. Although he spoke 
to me with much civility, and thank- 
ed me for my advice, and the offer I 
had made, yet I was sorry to perceive 
a great reluctance on his part to avail 
himself of my counsel, and but little 
appearance of remorse for what had 
past: he talked like a man weary of 
the world, who had no desire to con- 
tinue in it, and no hope of sustaining 
a respectable character in it; it was 
plain that no impression of a religious 
kind had been made upon his mind. 
The peculiarity of his situation, and 
the occasion of his coming, led him, 
at the same time, to pay attention to 
what I said. I entered into a long 
conversation with him on the nature 
and design of christianity in general, 
as well as of the pastoral office in 
particular, examined him as to his 
views of the doctrines of the gospel, 
and explained my own to him very 
fully : Tentreated him to take what L 


he 
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had said in good part, and urged him, 
by every sacred consider: ation, to act 
the part which it appeared to me his 
duty and interest to adopt. He said 
but little in re ply, and almost declin- 
ed saying any more. ltherefore pnr- 
chased his litle parcel, gave him a 
couple of b: and dismissed him 
with a blessing, once more entreating 
him to lay to heart what I had said. 
In two days the regiment went away, 
nor did i see either W——, or Mr. 
E—— b before their F de] parture. 

aah ci rcumstance of so sul Ne “ular anae 
ied my thoughts 
afterwards, and whenever I wore the 
bands which I had purchased from 
felt an increased inter- 
estin hisbehalf. From that time, till 
the return of our troops from EgyPts 
Thad no opp’ ortunity of hearing an} 
thing respecting him, except that a 

clergyman o of “his name had certainly 
officiated at the town which he had 
specified, a few years since: this I 
learned from a native of the place. 

In June last my old acquaintance 
W—- called upon me, and said he 
was just oie d from Egypt, and 
had a great dealto say to me. With 
the same excel! ryt of heart and 
head, as he had testified on every 
former occasion, he entered into a 
clear and satisfactory account of the 
events of the Egyptian expedition, 
describing in a very alfecting man- 
ner, the outward h: ardship s and dan- 
gers he had encountere d, as well as 
the inward consolation and support 
which he had derived from the power 
of religion on hea mind. 

“i have 1 now,” continued he, ‘fa 
story to rel nips Frag wamay vate nyou 
will feel a deep concern in. You, 
without doubt, remember that young 
clergyman whom I brought to your 
house the year before last, the Rev. 

E At that time I knew 
very little of him; he, however, 
hortly after we had left you, 0 serv 

‘ Bs with some emotio m, that what you 
said to him had mad e more impres- 
sion upon his mind than an} thing 


“é 





he had ever heard in the course of 


his life. He then made me also ac- 
quainted with his history,to which 
I was before a str “anger. “From that 
day I was confined in the hospital 
with a fever, and did not see him 
gain before our departure for E Egypt 


We embarked on board of differen¢ 
ships ; it was not, therefore, till our 
arrival at Malta that we met together. 
Mr. E—— took an immediate oppor- 
tunity of saying, ‘W—— I have 
long wished to see you, I want to 
tell you how greatly indebted 1 fee} 
to that dear friend of yours at ———., 
Ican never forget him: his words 
made a deep impression on my heart, 
and I trust by the blessing of God, 
they will yet make a still deeper. 

I found on ‘conversing with him, 
that since I saw him he had become 
affected with a deep sense of his 
spiritual danger, and by meditation 
al secret prayer during the voy age, 
had acquired mneh ‘insigh it into reli 
gion. He shewed strong marks of 
penitence, and ra ive a favorable 
hope of an important change ote 
taken place in his views and disp: 
tions. 1 was always happy to fi nd, on 
the reassembling of the regiment af- 
ter the voyage, * that among the re- 
cruits were a few very seriously di 
posed. Mr. E and myself soon 
formed a little religious society a- 
mongst them, which gradually in- 
creased tothe number of twenty-four 
we met as often as possible to re: 
the Bible together, converse on the 
concerns of eternity, and unite in 
prayer to Almighty God for his bl 
ine on our endeavors. We dcerive 
much benefit from these meeting: 
Mr. E——, in particular, expressed 
himself highly delighted by such a 
profitable mode of passing those hours 
which in our line of life are too gen- 
erally devoted to drinking, debauc! 
ery, and profaneness. In his c 
dential conversations with me ; he ire- 
quently mentioned your name, a 
shewed me the substance of you! 
friendly advice to him, which he had 
from memory committed to paper 

‘* When we arrived on the coas 
of Africa, Mr. E—— and mysell 
were in the same boat at the tim 
of our landing at Aboukir, Throug)- 
out the whole ofthe tremendous fire 
which, for a considerable time, the 
French artillery kept upon us, I ob- 
served great coolness and patient for- 
titude in his countenance. His de- 
portment was very different from 
what I had seen when we served t a 

eether in Holland. At that time ! 
always appeared desperate and care- 





> 

















1808. ] 


less : now I thought I could perceive 
a courage blended with humility, 
which evidently proceeded from a 
much more exalted source. We 
both, by the mercy of God, escaped 
unhurt on that day. Our little society 
continued its meetings as regularly as 
the trying circumstances of our situ- 
ation would permit. Mr. E was 
three or four times engaged with the 
enemy afterwards, and always be- 
haved both before and during the 
battle with much steady, and I m: Ly 
callit, godly courage. 

‘*Onthe evening preceding the 21st 
of March, our whole society met toge- 
ther. Mr.E said, in the presence 
of the rest, ‘I cannot account for the 
strong impression which had seized 
my mind, that I shall not survive the 
event of to-morrow’s engagement : 
no such prepossession ever occupied 

my thoughts on any former occasion, 
I feel, therefore, sir ongly affected by 
this ; but if it be thy will, O God, thy 
will be done!” We then united in 
prayer together for him, for our- 
selves, and for all our bicthren in 
arms, beseeching God to prepare us 
for the awful trial, and give us grace 

either to meet death with joytul 
hope, or to receive his sparing mercy, 
if our lives should be preserved, with 
gratitude, Knowing the importance 
of the next day’s ba ttle, sad the little 
chance we stood of all meeting again 
in this world, we embraced each 
other with peculiar attachment, and 
mutual recommendation to the God 








Reflection on the Close of the Year. 317 


of battle and the Preserver of souls. 
Oh, sir! it was a happy, but trying 
season tous; I saw Mr. E an 
hour before the horrors of that bloody 
day commenced ; his words were, 

é Pray earnestly for me, and if I am 
killed, and you should be spared, 

sive my last blessing to our worthy 
and dear friend at ; tell Mr. 
——,’ continued he, ‘that I owe 
him more than worlds can repay : he 
first opened my heart to conviction, 
and God has blessed it to repentance : 
through the unspeakable mercies of 
Christ, I can die with comfort.” 

‘After the severe engagement 
which followed, wherein the bra 
Abercrombie fell, according to agree- 
ment, our little society met. Every 
life was spared except that of poor 
Mr. E 
by a cannon ball at an early period of 
the a Such was the will of God. 
Whilst therefore, we returned hearty 
thanks for our'preservation, we bless- 
ed God’s goodness for sparing the 
life of our dep arted brother, till by a 
lively exercise of faith and repent- 
ance, as we had every reason to 
trust, God had made himhis own. I 
now also bless God, that I have had 
this opportunity of seeing and relat- 
ing to you a sto ry, w hich I know you 
rejoice to hear.” 

Without farther comment, Mr. Ed- 
itor, I send you the above relation, 
which Ihave committed to writing 
with as much faithfulness and accu- 
racy as 1am able. L. R. 











a 
A REFLECTION 
On the Close of the Year, occasioned by hearing the bells at Midnight. 


IS thisa theme of mirth? who ean rejoice 

That time, important time, so swiftly 
flies ; 4 

And scorn refleetion’s monitory voice, 

The friendly power that wooes us to be 
wise ? 


For ever ye departed months, adieu ! 

What heart that knows your value can 
be gay ? 

What heart that asks reflection’s cons- 
cious view, 

flow many hours fled unimprov’d away ? 


Yet oft her warning voice, e’er yet they 
past, 

Cry’d, “Seize the precious minutes, 
make them thine : 

Ah how wilt thou account for so much 

) waste 

YF treasure lent for purposes divine ?” 


O let my heart her needful dictates hear, 
To her the solemn midnight hour I give, 
And ask, while mus ineon the f finish’d year, 

How have I spent the time,and why I live? 


How haveI spent the time? reflection say? 

She answers ‘* wasted many a precious 
hour, 

In careless indolence lost many a day, 

When heaven demanded every active 
power. 


Why do lLlive? ‘* Past errors to deplore, 

Low at the feet of soy ereign g grace to bow, 

For strength divine in treat (while I a- 
dore,) 

To dedicate to heaven the flecting now.” 


Jesus, to thee, to thy atoning blood, 
To thy unsully "dri ighteousne ss I fly : 
Othou, my Judge, mySaviour,and my God, 


Instruct t me how to live and how to die. 
my 4) “Ss. Steel Cc. 


, rer ose head beh taken off 
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DR. REES’ C¥YCLOP@:DIA, VOL. II. PART II.* 
(Continued from page 274.) 


To the article Ant are added 
descriptions of two species of 
this genus of insects found in 
Guiana and Surrinam. 

Under Antetore the Ameri- 
ean Editors have given a descrip. 
tion of a very beautiful species 
of this animal from the account 
of captain Lewis. It is found 
in Louisiania, and is called the 
Missouri Antelope. The opin- 
jon has heretofore been, that 
none of these animals were to be 
found in America. We are in- 
formed, that since the publica- 
tion of this part of the Cyclo- 
peedia, captain Lewis has sent 
another species from the same 
quarter, and has denominated it 
the big horned Antelope. 

In the article Anricurist, 
after a brief description of this 
prophetical person the English 
iiditors proceed thus : 


“Hod the right of private judgment, 
says an excellent writer, been always 
adopted and maintained, Antichrist could 
never have been; and when that sacred 
right comes to be universally asserted, 
ind men follow the voice of their own 
reason and consciences, Antichrist can 
be no more.” 


Such loose and fallacious rea- 
soning is very properly repre- 
hended by the American Editors 
in the following paragraph. 


“The sentiment of this * excellent 
writer” however, seems, in the present 
mstance, to be only partially just, and 
very unguardedly expressed. We may 
indeed admit, that the possession and 
exercise of the right of private judgment, 
would have prevented, if not the rise, 
yet certainly the extensive influence, du- 
ration and enormities of the papal hier- 
archy. But will any one affirm, as a 
goueral truth, that when “the right of 


private Judgment is adopted and main- 
tained,” men never embrace and propa- 
gate antichvistian sentiments, that is, 
sentiments contrary to the doctrines and 
authority of Christ? Surely infidelity is 
antichristian, as well a several destruc- 
tive heresies both of ancient and modern 
date. Nor does it admit of a doubt that 
the propagators of heresy have often 
‘adopted and maintained the right of 
private judgment,” and that their tollow- 
ers and abettors have not only frequently 
exercised this right in fact, but almost 
uniformly boasted that they did so. The 
right of private judgment is certainly 
precious and invaluable, but like every 
other excellence it is liable to great 
abuse; and the abuse of it has actually 
produced instances innumerable, not 
only of individuals, but of sects and par- 
ties that have been as completely anti- 
christian cs any who have been influenc- 
ed by superstition, or tramelled by sacer- 
dotalpower. The deslre of being thought 
to “assert” and maintain this right, has 
often stilled * the voice of their own rea- 
son and conscience,” in those who have 
strongly felt that desire, and so far from 
destroying antichristian principles, it has 
beenthe prolific source of systems direct- 
ly hostile to evangelical truth and purity. 
in a word “the excellent writer” here 
referred to, seems, in effect, to have af- 
firmed, that when men judge for them- 
selves, they never judge erroneously : 
than which a greater error could not 
be easily mentioned. 

The principal opinions of 
christians with respect to Anti- 
christ are stated, and among the 
rest some very excentric ones ; 
at the close of which the Cycio- 
poedist breaks out, (as if to cast 
contempt upon all endeavors af- 
ter correctness on this subject.) 
in the following manner : 

“ Flow endless ave conjectures! Som® 
of the Jews, we are told, actually took 
Cromwell for Christ, whilst some others 
have labored to prove him Antichrist 
himself. Psaffius assures us he saw 2 
folio book in the Bodleian library, writ- 


ten on purpose to demonstrate this latter 
position” 
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To this the American Editors 
have subjoined the following re- 


marks: 


«Doubtless conjectures may be end- 
less, and extravagance and nonsense may 
be uttered on subjects the most impor- 
tant. All this, however, ought not to 
excite a prejudice against such subjects 
themselves, nor lead any to suppose that 
it is impossible to arrive at the truth and 
certainty in regard tothem. Since the 
reformation begun by Luther, the great 
body of sensible Protestant writers have 
alwavs considered popery as pre-eminent- 
ly the Antichrist of the New Testament. 
It is well known that the standing opin- 
ion of the papists is, that the heathen 
Roman emperors and the mahometan 
power were Antichrist. Admit that 
both were intended, and fake in also all 
the heresies that have risen in the chris- 
tian church, and they adopt no inconsis- 
tent system.” 


ANTIMETER, a new article, 
contains a long and particular 
description of an optical instru. 
ment invented by Mr. William 
Garrard. ‘The great use of this 
instrument is to measure angles 
with greater accuracy than can 
be done by Hadley’s quadrant, 
or the sextant. 

AntipAros has added to it a 
description of the magnificent 
cavern, or subterranean grotto, 
with which the island is distin. 
guished. 

Antoninus’ JVall is inserted 
under the name Antoninus. It 
is minutely and satisfactorily 
described. Our readers we pre- 
sume, generally know, that this 
wall extended from the Frith of 
forth to the Clyde, and is about 
37 English miles in length. 

Antonis S¢. a town of New 
Mexico, is described with some 
particularity in the American 
edition. We object to the word 
‘* prairies’? in an English com. 
position, when we are in no 
want of a legitimate word to ex. 
press the same idea. 

In the article APALACMIAN 


Mountains necessary corrections 
have been made. ‘The English 
editors were so ill informed as 
to say, that the highest summit 
of the White Mountains was not 
elevated more than 3000 feet 
from thesea; though the com. 
mon estimate, and the one adopt. 
ed by Dr. Belknap, is 10,000 
feet. The American editors 
think that the greatest height is 
not more than 7800 feet. 

Apruevion and Apocer have 
received many additions and cor. 
rections. 

Under the article ApPLe-TREE, 
a long and minute account of 
the apples produced in the Unit- 
ed States is inserted. It wonld 
seem from the richness and vari- 
ety of this kind of fruit, as it is 
now cultivated in the middle 
States, that no country is more 
productive in this respect, than 
our own can be with a moderate 
share of expense and attention.* 





VOL. IV. PART f. 

Barometer has_ received 
some corrections and additions ; 
among the latter is anew for- 
muta for calculating heights by 
this instrument, taken from the 
Mecanique Celeste of La Place, 
particularly explained and illus- 
trated, and reduced to English 
measures, 

Barrotoo is a new article 
containing some account of a 
nation in Southern Africa, the 
people of which are said to live 
in large cities, carry on exten- 
sive manufactures, and cultivate 
afertile country. This country 
is supposed to lie between 20° 
and 23° south latitude. Theac- 
count is given by Mr. Barrow, 
who received it in the interior of 


* The foregoing articles were omitted 
in their place. 


—_—— ~ 
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Africa from a Mongrel Hot- 
tentot. 

Bartram, Jonn, anew article 
contains a particular account of 
that laborious and ingenious bot- 
anist. Itis not alittle tothe hon- 
or of this man, and of our coun- 
try, that he was called in one 
of the letters of Linnzus, ‘**the 
greatest natural botanist in the 
world,” 

To Baravra considerable ad- 
ditions have been made, tending 
to shew the extreme unwhole- 
someness of this opulent and 
populous city. It is a most 
melancholy thought that while 
thousands are passing into eter- 
nity, the survivors, who behold 
this spectacle with their own 
eyes, should be spending their 
time in folly and sin, totally re. 
gardiess of death and a judgment 
to come. 

Barracron has been greatly 
enlarged by the addition of the 
principal part of the instructions 
drawn up for the order and dis. 
cipline of the troops of the Unit. 
ed States, by the baron Steuben. 
The English article, however, 
contains the latest improvements. 

In BayiAn’s 


— 
, 
’ 

+ 


.LOOF an inter. 
sting account is given of the 
good that has been done by 
the benevolent excrtions of the 


Moravian Missionaries among 
the natives of that place. This 
is a new article. We were 
somewhat surprised to find the 
following sentence introduced 
from one who had travelled in 
that region. Speaking of the 
Missionaries the writer says: 

_ Adopting the idea of the humane and 
ingenious count Rumford, thei first 
great object seemed to be that of making 
men fappy that they might afterwards 
become viriuous, which is. ecrtainly 
much sounder philosophy than the re- 
verse of the proposition,” 
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Whether the doctrine here at. 
tributed to count Rumford be 
correctly attributed to him we 
know not ; but let the doctrine 
belwhose it may, we are convinc. 
ed it iserroneous. The Moravian 
Missionaries are too well ac. 
quainted with the human char. 
acter, to act upon such a prin. 
ciple. Accordingly whoever is 
conversant with accounts of Af. 
rican missions, or with any mis. 
sions among savages, is not ig. 
norant, that the only way to 
collect a permanent congrega. 
tion among them, and to lead 
them a single step towards cir. 
ilization, is to excite their con. 
cern for the salvation of their 
souls. Most unquestionably the 
way to make men happy, is first 
to make them virfwous ; and this 
is equally true, whether they are 
civilized or savage, ignorant or 
enlightened. 

Berar, in zoology, is much 
enlarged, and several interesting 
anecdotes are inserted, which af. 
ford a particular account of this 
tenant of the American forest. 

In the article Beetzesus there 
is an atiempt made, similar to 
the one under ANGEL, to con. 
vince the reader, that there are 
no such evil spirits as the sacred 
writings have been hitherto al- 
most universally understood to 
describe. But all such attempts 
will be without effect upon those, 
who consider the word of God 
as a plain revelation of his will, 
and afrue account of his gov- 
ernment, so far as it relates to 
the wants and salvation of men. 
The American editors have add- 
ed a paragraph in which they 
say, that ¢ of such reasoning the 
direct tendency is, to destroy 
the authority and use of revela- 
tion altogether.’ 
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The name of Dr. BreLtknap 
very properly constitutes a new 
article. His memory deserves to 
be honored for his zeal and per- 
severance in collecting andpub- 
lishing historical and biograph- 
ical information with respect 
to his native country. Greater 
particularity would have been de~ 
sirablein an account ofa writerso 
gencrally known and respected. 

We are not satisfied that the 
American publisher takes suff- 
cient pains to obtain articles of 
American biography. We will 
briefly state what characters the 
public have a claim, as we think, 
to see inserted in such a publi. 
cation. All the venerable names 
of the men who took a leading 
part in promoting the settlement 
of these colonies onght here to 
find a place; all who were dis. 
tinguished in their day for abili- 
iy and patriotism in public of- 
fice; all who were eminent in 
either of the learned professions ; 
all the heroes and patriots who 
distinguished themselves during 
the revolution ; and particular. 
v all who have written any thing 
of even moderate worth. We 
ire aware that the necessary in- 
formation for all this must cost 
trouble; but the publisher of 
such a work ought to encounter 
some trouble rather than suffer 
us work to be deficient in so 
important a particular. Gen. 
iiemen can be found in the Un- 
ion, who, if applied to, can fur. 
tish much valuable information 
on this head. Our histories al. 
ready in print, contain many no. 
tices of distinguished men, which 
‘aw easily be condensed and in. 
serted. Jf a life or a character 
iS very imperfect, it is better 
than nothing; that is, if it be 
correct as far as it goes, 

Vou. i. New Series. 
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In the number now under re- 
view some account ought to have 
been afforded of Dr. Bellamy, 
formerly pastor of the church 
in Bethlem, (Conn. ) an able and 
laborious preacher of the gos- 
pel, and the author of an excel- 
lent treatise entitled, ‘* True 
Religion Delineated.”’ 

In the last number, (Vol. IIT. 
P. 11.) we looked in vain for 
the name of Dr. Backus, late of 
Somers, (Conn.) an eminent in. 
structor of young gentlemen for 
the ministry, and the author of 
** Sermons on Regeneration,” 
and of several occasional ser. 
mons. 

The publisher ought not to 
plead ignorance of men whose 
works are in most book-stores 
in the country ; and certainly 
no other plea can avail him. 

The article ATONEMENT is re. 
published at the close of this 
number, with large additions by 
the American editors, in which 
misrepresentations and mistakes 
are corrected, and the doctrine 
of the Atonement set in a truly 
scriptural light, in an extract 
from bishop Butler’s Anal. 
ogy. 

In this number, 36 articles 
have received additions, which 
put together would fill about 26 
pages ; there are also 12 new ar- 
ticles which take up rather more 
than five pages. 





VOL. IV. PART IT. 
Benezet, Anthony, an emi- 
nent example of active and per- 
severing benevolence, has_ his 
virtues and his exertions here 
commemorated. He was of 
French descent, born in England, 
and lived the greatest part of his 
life at Philadelphia, where he 
died. Kivery such instance in. 
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serfed by the American [:ditors 
be an additional favor con- 
ferred on the public. 

BenGat is enlarged with some 
new and useful information re- 
specting that rich and populous 
province of India, 

Bentrtry, Richard, in Biog- 
raphy, is enlarged by an enter- 
taining extract from the life of 
the celebrated Richard Cumber- 
Jand, his grandson. 

The account of bishop Berker- 
LEY contains some additional 
traits in the character of that 
good man, which Americans ought 
both to record and remember 
with gratitude ; particularly his 
munificence to Yale College, and 
his zeal for the promotion of 
learning in America. We are 
happy to mention, that a paint- 
ing, on which the portrait of the 
bishop is one among several other 
figures, has lately been presented 
to Yale College. 

In the article BERLIN some 
account is given of the curiosi- 
ties to be seen in that great city ; 
and among the rest mention is 
made 

** Of the portrait of the elector William 
the Great, ina large model of gilt brass, 
and of the four cardinal virtues, of a gi- 
gantic size, placed on pedestals near it.” 

The American Editers,after no- 
ticing the dreadfui cousequences 
of the battle of Jena, and the fact 
that Berlin fell into the posses. 
sion of the French, rather hu- 
mourously observe, that 

"The acquisition made in this rich 
capital to the museum of Paris, in paint- 
ings, statues, and other rarities, hgye 
been numerons and valuable. Nay, it is 
uncertain whether, in the thirst for this 
species of spoil, even the * Four Cardi- 
nal Virtues,” mentioned in the above aec- 
count, have been spared; and whether 
they will not prove as great curiosities at 
Paris, as they have lately been in Berlin.” 


In the account of bishop Ber- 
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eridge, the English Editors take 
occasion to shew their attach. 
ment to what is called rationg) 
religion, by inserting several ex. 
pressions calculated to diminish 
that high reverence, which most 
pious persons have been in the 
habit of cherishing, towards the 
memory and character of the 
venerable bishop. It excites no 
surprise in us, that so able and 
consistent a Calvinist, and a man 
so eminent for vital piety, as was 
this excellent prelate, should 
have it said of him, by those who 
prefer the dogmas of their own 
philosophy to the plain revela. 
tion of the Divine Will, that ** his 
devotion inclined to mysticism,” 
and that he has been censured 
** for his avowed opposition to 
rational sentiments of religion.” 
The article, however, concludes, 
by saying, that 

** All have concurred im allowing hin 
the praise of the strictest integrity, of sin- 
cere piety, of exemplary charity, and 0! 
great zeal for religion. 

The American Editors have 
subjoined a paragraph intende( 
to correct the insinuations a. 
gainst the writings of the bishop. 
which we should insert, together 
with the faulty part of the pre- 
ceding character, were it not, 
that the insertion of it would 
take up too much room. 

The article Bisxe we have pe- 
rused and examined with the at- 
tention, which so important 4 
subject demands. Several pages 
are very profitably taken up 18 
stating the principal arguments 
in favor of the genuineness and 
authenticity of the Sacred Writ- 
ings. ‘The American Editors 
have seen it necessary to supp!) 
several remarks by way of cal- 
tion against some hasty expres 
sions, which savor of eontro- 
versy, if not of heresy. On the 
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whole, however, this part of the 
article is well worthy of perusal. 

A history is then given of the 
principal copies and editions of 
the Bible in the Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin, Samaritan, Chaldee, Ara- 
bic, Syriac, Coptic, Sahidic, (the 
language of Upper Egypt,) E- 
thiopic, Armenian, Georgian, 
Persian, Gothic, Russian, Span- 
ish, Italian, French, German, 
Flemish, Indian, ( North Amer. 
ican,) Saxon, English, Welch, 
Irishand Gellic languages. The 
labors of Dr. Kennicott, and M. 
Rossi, in preparing their respec- 
tive editions of the Hebrew Bi- 
ble, are detailed with some mi- 
nuteness. Under the head of 
(inglish Bibles, an argument is 
entered into, the object of which 
is to prove, that there ought to 
be a new translation of the scrip- 
tures. We confess that we are 
not convinced by any arguments 
we have seen here, or elsewhere, 
that a new translation is expedi- 
ent, at the present time. When- 
ever So momentous a_ business is 
taken up, it will behove chris- 
tians to pray, that those who 
have it in charge to transmit the 
word of life to future millions, 
may enjoy the special presence 
of the Father of Lights. 

The article Brppxe, John, af- 
fords a complete specimen of the 
principles and prejudices of the 
English Editors on any subject 
relating to the Socinian contro- 
versy. Mr. Biddle, it seems, 
was brought into notice more 
than acentury and an half ago, 
by the persecution which he suf- 
fered on account of certain he- 
retical opinions, which he adopt- 
edand taught. All persecution 
for religious opinions, is unjus- 
‘iflable ; but that Mr. Biddle 
¥@s $9 remarkable for ‘* powers 
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of reasoning, piety, and devo- 
tion,’’ as he is here described to 
have been, we may be allowed to 
doubt, if Neal has given a true 
extract from the catechisms he 
published, 

“In which,” says this writer, “he 
maintains, Ist. That God is confined to a 
certain place. 2. That he has a_ bodily 
shape. 3. That he has passions. 4. Tha’ 
he is neither omnipotent nor unchange- 
able. 5. That we are not to believe three 
persons inthe Godhead. 6. That Jesus 
Christ has not the nature of God, but only 
a divine Lordship. 7. That he was not 
a priest upon earth, nor did reconcile 


mento God. And 8. That there is no 
Deity in the Holy Ghost.’”’ 


This statement is taken froma 
paragraph subjoined by the A- 
merican Editors ; and as it is 
quoted from Neal, whom _ the 
English Editors cite as one of 
their authorities for this article, 
it cannet well be objected to by 
them. 

The article Bisnop is elabo- 
rately and carefully compiled. 
The American Editors have in- 
serted a few paragraphs, where, 
as they conceive, the arguments 
in favor of Episcopacy are not 
stated fairly, and with their full 
force. In the first of these par- 
agraphs, they give the following 
brief statement of what is con- 
fessed, and whai asserted, by mod. 
ern advocates of Episcopacy : 

‘Episcopalians confess, that during 
the lives of most of the apostles, and while 
the church was under their episcopacy, 
the words “bishop” and “ presbyter’ 
were SV nonymous. But they assert three 
grades of the ministry ; they leave to mere 
custom the application of the names ; and 
they affirm as an historical fact, that eus- 
tom, after the decease of the apostles, 
appropriated the word * bishop” to the 
higher grade of the ministry by them- 
selves appointed to succeed them.” 

Thearticle Buaspuemy against 

Y ° — 
the Holy,Ghost remaius untouch. 
ed by the American Editors, 
though it contains some opin- 
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ions with respect to this sin, 
which are utterly indefensible, 
Perhaps it was thought these 
Opinions would do no harm, as 
the article contains some expla- 
nations of the passages in which 
the subject is mentioned by our 
Saviour, which are not far from 
being correct. As this is a sub. 
ject of awful importance, and 
one on which many persons have 
had groundless fears, we take 
the opportunity of giving what 
we believe to be a true definition 
of blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost. ét ts the malicious 
speaking against the agency or 
operations of the Divine Spirit, 
when sufficient evidence is pre- 
sented to the mind of the speak- 
er, that the agency or the opera- 
tions spoken against are really 
divine. ‘The necessary constit- 
uents of this sin, if the foregoing 
definition is correct, are, first, 
that it be against the Holy Spir- 
zi; secondly, that it be a speak- 
ing against Him; thirdly, that 
there be matice in the speaker ; 
and, fourthly, that there be such 
evidence that any candid person 
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would be convinced, (and possi. 
bly suchevidence that the speaker 
himself és convinced, ) that thea. 
gency spoken againstis fromGod. 

We expected to have found 
some account of Joun Buaipr 
Nsq. of Virginia, one of the pa. 
triots who assisted in forming 
the Constitution of the United 
States, but were disappointed, 
Nor do we recollect to have seen 
the name of Asranam BaAnp. 
WIN, in its place, another mem. 
her of that illustrious conven. 
tion, which organized our pre. 
sent government, 

In this number about ten page: 
of new matter are introduced, 
under f{wenty-six articles, two 
of which are new. We sha! 
not be at the trouble hereafter of 
mentioning the proportion of 
new matter, or the number of 
articles which have been insert. 
ed, or enlarged ;— but shall only 
select such matter for review as, 
shall hereafter come within the 
rules we have heretofore pre. 
scribed to ourselves. 

(To be continued. ) 
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NITED STATES. 
VERMONT. 

THe general convention of congre- 
gational and presbyterian ministers, 
in Vermont, viewing the distribution 
of cheap religious tracts, one of the 
most efiectual methods of dissemin- 
ating evangelical truth, have recom- 
mended, and the Missionary Society 
have established, the ** Vermont Re- 
ligious Tract Society,” of which the 
trustces of the Missionary Socie- 
ty, for the time being, are the trus- 


tees, and Dr. William G. Hooker, of 


Middlebury, general Tract agent. 


A new periodical work, entitled, 
** The Adviser, or Vermont ery 8 
ical oe ‘a t 24 pages, at - 
cents a quarter, isto commence wit! 
the commencement of the year 1809 
The profits to go tothe Vermon' 
Missionary Society. 


CANADA. 

The practice of distributing small, 
cheap religious tracts, among the 
poor, has, * within the last ten oF 
twelve years, been carried to a vas' 
extent, particularly in Great Brita 
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and the United States of America. 
In that period many millions have 
been gratuitously distributed in New 
England, we have reason to believe 
tothe spiritual and everlasting bene- 
fitof many people. We are happy 
to learn that this useful charity has 
been lately introduced among the 
people of Canada by the Rev. Thad- 
deus Osgood, a missionary, aided by 
the contributions of a number of 
gentlemen in Montreal, and other 
places, whose names we cheerfully 
give to the public, through the me- 
dium of the Panoplist and Maga- 
zine, 28 an example and stimulus to 
others to ** go and do like wise.” 

in Montreal, Rev. Dr. J. Mountain 
$2, Rev. J. Somerville 1 10, Rev. R. 
Easton 1, J. Monk, chief justice, 2, 
Hon. J. M’Gill 2, Sir J. Johnson 4 
75, Wm. M?’Gillivray 5, P. M’Far- 
lane 5, J. Ogilvy 4, Wm. Hollowell 
2, J. Brown 2, Henderson, Armour, 
& Co. 2, J. Stansfield 1, Logan & 
Watt 2, Auldjo& Co. 2, Bellows & 
Gates1, Dr. L. J. Brown 1, J. Sew- 
ell, attorney, 2, D. Ogden, attorney, 
2, Dr. D. Arnoldi l, J. A. Gray 1, 
]. Lambie 1, W. G. Pell 1, Wm. 
Shokle 1, P. Shorts 1, F. Genner- 
man 1, D. Ross 2,T. Gibb 1, J. Frob- 
isher 2, J. Woolrich 1, N. Mower 1, 
B. Comens 1, J. Cormack 2, J. Hol- 
loweil l, I). Fisher 1 50, J. Black- 
wood 1, J Todd 1, J. Seabrook 1, 
R. Brooks 1, A. Anderson1, J. Auld 
l, J. Lilly 1, W. Hunter 1, J. M’Au- 
thur 1, Wm. Logan 1, Northrop & 
Co. 1, J. Reid 2, W. Stuart, attor- 
iey, 1, R. M’Nab1l, T. Holmes 1 50, 
T. Storrow 2, Wm. Sheppard 1, T. 
Thayre 2, G. Maffatt 1, N. Menulien 
1, J. Odell 1, R. Stoors 1. 

At the village of St. Andrews, on 
Grand River, Walter, Ware, & Co. 
$5, Capt. S. Gardner 1, Capt. S. 
Davis 1, J. Hutchins 1, R. Don- 
nally 1, A. Matthews 1, E. Wodllis- 
ton 1. 

At the village of St. F¥ohn’s, J. M’- 
Cummings $1, J. Woods 1, Jo. 
Woods 1, A. Campbell 1. 

On Skattagee river, Capt. J. Baker 
51, J. Ormsbee 1, Judge H. Horton 


In Cornwell, Rev. J. Strachan $2, 
Rev. J.B * 2, S. Campbell 1, J. 
‘ulton 1, N. M’Lean 2, — * Hough- 
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ton 2, D. M’Auley 1, Win. Jones 1, 
J. F.L “ee 








From the Evangelical Intelligence 
Maryville, Sept. 16, 1808. 
Rev. Sir. 

The period has at last arrived, on 
which I have long fixed my eager 
cye. 

The Cherokee nation has at length 
determined to become men and citi- 
zens. Towards this my exertions 
have been unremittingly directed 
since the commencement of my mis- 
sion to them. A few days ago, in 
full council, they adopted a constitu 
tion, which embraces a simple prin- 
ciple of government. The legislative 
and judicial powers are vested in a 
general council, and lesser ones sub- 
ordinate. All criminal accusations 
must be established by testimony ; 
and no more executions must be 
made by the avenger of blood ; the 
infliction of punishment is made a 
governmental transaction. Small 
companies in each district are to 
have the power of our sheriffs to 
apprehend supposed criminals ; and 
to execute according to the decree 
of the council. This could not be 
done as with us by an imdividual, 
there being no way properly to bind 
him ; it must therefore be done by a 
company that one may be a check on 
another. 

They have actually made some 
laws and entered them on record to 
stand as written laws of the nation ; 
and you would have been astonished 
at the etiguette with which they per- 
formed this business ; from council 
to council messages were passing 
and repassing according to the rules 
of parliament. One lawis that no mur- 
derer shail be punisheduntil he has 
been proved guilty before the council. 
Another that all Indians who have 
stock to a certain number specified, 
shall pay two dollars annually to sup- 
port their national government ; that 


every white man in the nation, of 


every description, shall pay one dol- 
lar per annum for the same purpose ; 
and some whose names are mention- 
ed are rated as high as five. 


* These names are illegible, and 
some others we fear are mispelled, 
from the difficulty of reading the man- 
nscript, 
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That all Indians shall be obliged 
to pay for crossing at ferries in the 
nation, as the whites do; that all 
ferries are to be taxed for the same 
purpose, some as high as fifty dol- 
lars, some thirty, some twenty, &c. 

Laws are likewise enacted to es- 
tablish their companies as mentioned 
above, and give them their proper 
power. The laws are in the follow- 
ing style, ‘* Be it enacted by the 
general council of the Cherokee na- 
tion,” &c. 

I suspect their next step will be 
the partitioning out their lands, and 
entering into regular habits of hus- 
bandry. Thus far are the Cherokees 
advanced; further I believe than any 
other nation of Indians in America. 
These advantages they cannot lose ; 
and as soon as they are civilized their 
way will be open for the establish- 
ment of regular religious society ; 
may,the Lord soon hasten it. This 
iste most critical and eventful pe- 
rid. I have ever seen; it is atime 
of anxiety to ie mind ; and a time 
which calls forth all the energy in 
the minds of the Indians. I feel, my 
friend, that I need more grace, and 
more strength of body and mind for 
this great business. Money will also 
be needed. The support of this 
mission mayseem to be ata great ex. 
pense, but let it be recollected that 
the object is great ; and I hope it 


will not be lost for want of a little of 


that treasure which God has so 
abundantly bestowed on his people. 
I would cheerfully sacrifice my /ittle 
all, but it is too inconsiderable to 
add momentumto this machine. I 
have one of my schools at a sacra- 
ment this day ; Oh that it may bea 
day of power amongst them. Excuse 
haste, excuse blemishes, pray for 
me; assist me all you can. Tell 
your female societies to pray for me, 
and my little Indians. Yours in the 
gospel of Christ, 
GIDEON BLACKBURN. 


Extract of aletter fromthe Rev. Dr. 
Bogue of Gosport in Eng and, to 
Messrs. Lee and Gordon, missiona- 
ries for India, detained at Philadet- 
phia. 


We were all much disappointed 
that you did not proceed to India, 


where you were so much needed and 
so anxiously expected. It would 
have been well if you had followed 
your own judgment in opposition to 
that of others. By Mr. Cran’s last 
letter we learn that there were jo 
obstacles in your way. 

However as things have turned 
out we are happy that you have 
found your situation so agrecable, 
and that you have been placed in 
scenes of so much usefulness. | 
hope, that some will have reason 
through all eternity to bless God for 
your continuance in the western 
hemisphere. 

I hope you will be able to take 
your departure soon for the eastern 
world, and have a happy meeting 
with the friends at Vizagapatam and 
Madras. 

We had letters lately from Mr. 
Morrison ; the good man was well 
at Canton in the beginning of this 
year, living by faith in the provi- 
dence and grace of God. Uncertain 
how it might be with him as to his 
continuance in that place, but deter- 
mined if possible, to make himself 
master of the Chinese tongue, in or- 
der to present the scriptures to the 
inhabitants of that country. 

Mr. Wray has,been about half: 
year in Demarara with Mr. Paste: 
planter. He goes on weil, and has 
very encouraging prospects. The 
negroes begin to be concerned abou 
their eternal salvation. 

Mr. Ellict is in Tobago and has 
just begun to speak the word of life 
to the people- there. His prospects 
I think are very promising. 

Mr. Weissenger is gone to Malta, 
with a view to learn the modern 
Greek, and from thence to pass over 
to Smyrna, or some other place 
where the Greeks reside. The 
motto of his life is, “* I am a debtor 
to the Greeks.” He is much fitted 
for the service, and I hope will have 
the blessing of God. 

Mr. Creighton, after being com- 
pelled to leave South America, has 
been employed in Ireland, but it! 
expected that he will soon go to the 
East Indies. 

The directors have just come to? 
determination to send out three © 
the students, Mr. Davies, Mr. Hands, 
and Mr. Creighton te the East 1*- 
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dies; and Mr. Pazalt, Mr. Wimmer, 
and Mr. Adam to the West . Mr. 
Pritchett and Mr. Brain are destin- 
ed for Ava, the capital of the Birman 
empire. 

I hope the Lord will be with them 
and abundantly bless them ; and that 
he will likewise be with you and 
make you good ministers of Jesus 
Christ, and successful missionaries 
among the heathens. 

We have just had letters from Mr. 
Cran, he is well and going on well; 
Mr. Desgranges was gone to Mad- 
ras on account of his health. 
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The missionaries of Otaheite 
were laboring with diligence, 
though not yet with success ; yet I 
think things are very promising. 

The missions at the Cape of Good 
Hope are flourishing. Many hea- 
thens have been converted to God in 
the various stations. 

Mr. T. Gordon is at Yonghall in 
Ireland. He was well some weeks 
ago, is much esteemed, and will I 
hope be a blessing tothe place. He 
has comimenced his labors with 
vigor, and I have no doubt of his 
perseverance and success, 
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LIST OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


NEW WORKS. 

T HE Philadelphia Medical Dictionary, 
sontaining a concise explanation of all the 
terms used in Medicine, Surgery, Phar- 
macy, Botany, Natural History, Chym- 
istry, and Materia Medica, compiled from 
the best authorities, by John Redman 
Coxe, M.D. Philadelphia; T. Dobson. 
i808. 

The American Law Journal and Mis- 
cellaneous Reperiory, No. UT. By John E. 
Hall, Esq. Boston; Farrand, Mallory, 
x Co. 1808. 

An Examination into the constitution- 
ality of the Embargo Laws, comprising « 
‘iew of the arguments on the qnestion 
before the Hon. John Davis, Esq. Judge 
of the District Court for Massachusetts, 
‘n the case of the U, States vs. Brigantine 
William, tried and determined in Salem, 
Mass.) Sept. term, 1808. By Francis 
Slake, counsellor at law. To which is 
sdded the opinion pronounced by the 
court, on the constitutional question, aris- 
ing in the trial of the ease. Worcester ; 
L8os, 

The Holy Bible, containing the Old 
and New Covenant,commonly called the 
Uld and New Testament : translated from 
the Greek. Vols. L&I. By Charles 
Thomson, late Seeretary to the Congress 
of the United States. Philadelphia ; 
Jane Aitkin. 1808. 

A Sermon delivered at the ordination 
of the Rev. John Codraan, to the pastoral 
sare of the seeond church of Christ in 
Dorchester, Dee. 7, 1808. By William 
"llery Channing; pastor of the church 
‘1 Federal street, Boston. Boston ; Josh- 
‘ta Belcher, 1808. 


A Sermon delivered on the day of 
public thanksgiving, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, Dec. 1, 1808. By John La- 
throp, D. D. minister of the second 
church in Boston. Boston, Munroe, 
Francis and Parker. 1808. 

Daily Devotions for the closet. To 

which are added Prayers on particular 
oecasions. First American from the 3d 
London edition, with various alterations 
and corrections. By the late Rev. Sam- 
uel Merrivajle. Worcester; IL. Thom- 
as, jr. 1808. 
_ ASermon delivered Nov. 26,1808. At 
the interment of the Rev. Thomas 
Cary, A. M. senior pastor of the first reli- 
gious society in Newburyport. By John 
Andrews, A. M. surviving pastor. New- 
buryport ; Edward Little. 1808. 
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NEW EDITIONS. 


A system of theoretical and practicat 
Chymistry, by Frederick Accum, oper- 
ative chymist,lecturer on practical chym- 
istry, &c. Xe. &e. late of the Royal Insti- 
tution of Great Britain. Philadelphia ; 
Hopkins and Earle. 1808. 

The Anatomy of the Gravid Uterus, 
with practical references, relative to 
pregnancy and labour. By John Burns, 
surgeon in Glasgow. Salem ; Cushing 
and Appleton. 1808. 

Exposition of the practices and machi- 
nations which led to the usurpation of 
the crown of Spain, and the means adopt- 
ed by the Emperor of the French to car- 
ry it into execution. By Don Pedro Ce- 
vallos, first secretary of state and dis- 
patches to His Catholic Majesty, Ferd» 
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nand VET. Boston ; William Wells, and 
Farrand, Mallory, & Co. 1808. 

The works of Mrs. Anne Steele, com- 
plete in two volumes. Comprehending 
poems On subjects chiefly devotional ; 
and miscellaneous pieces in prose and 
verse ; heretofore published under the 
title of Theodosia, 2 vols. Boston; Mun- 
roe, Francis, and Parker. 1808. 


WORKS IN THE PRESS. 

Bradford and Inskeep, Philadelphia, 
are publishing by subseription, im impe- 
rial quarto, price 12 dollars each volume, 
handsomely helf bound in Moroceo, on 
arich vellum paper, vol. I. of American 
Ornithology, or the Natural History of 
the Birds of the United States. Com- 
prehending those resident within our ter- 
ritory, and those that migrate hither 
from other regions, among which will be 
found a great number of land and water 
birds hitherto undescribed, &c.&e. By 
Alexander Wilson. 

Farrand, Mallory, & Co. Saffolk Build- 
ines, have in the press, Letters to the 
Rev. Thomas Belsham, on some impor- 
tant subjects of theological discussion, re- 
ferred toin his discourse on oecasion of the 
death of Rev. Joseph Priestly, LL D. F. 
R. S. and member of several British and 
foreign academies and philosophical soci- 
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eties. By John Pye Smith, D.D. fror, 
the last improved London edition. 


WORKS PROPOSED. 

We learn with pleasure, that Mr. Wrz. 
LIAM ALLEN, Regent in the University 
at Cambridge, has prepared, and is about 
immediately to publish, in a handsome 
octavo volume, of about 500 pages; an 
American Biographical and Historical 
Dictionary, containing an account of the 
lives, characters, and writings of the most 
eminent persons in North America, from 
the first discovery of the country to the 
present time, anda summary of the his- 
tory of the several colonies of the United 
States. 

From the talents and industry of the 
author, and the access which his situation 
has given him to the best sources of infor- 
mation, we doubt not his work will be 
highly deserving the public patronage. 

J. Hofi, Charleston, S. C. is publishing 
a ‘Treatise on Martial Law and Court 
Martial, as practised in the United States 
of America, by Alexander Macomb, Esq. 
Major of the United States corps of en- 
gineers, late Judge Advocate on some 
special trials. M.U.S.M.P. S. Xe. &e. 
Recommended by Major General Pinck. 
ney and Major Davie. ‘To contain about 
400 pages 8 vo. fine paper, price $3. 
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UNITED STATES. 
DOMESTIC IMPROVEMENTS. 

Ir will always afford us great sat- 
isfaction to receive and communicate 
authentic information, with respect to 
the progress our country is making 


inthe necessary and useful arts of 


civilized society. We invite our cor- 
respondents to furnish us with such 
facts, as may be interesting to the 
community. In the present number 
we can only give our readers a few 
hints on prominent subjects. 

Lron. 

The public will doubtless be grat- 
ified to learn that an Inon Manv- 
FACTORY, onan extensive scale, 1s es- 
tablishing at Vergennes in Vermont, 
by a very respectable company in 
Boston. When gentlemen of such 
capital and intelligence undertake 
such a business, the public has a sure 
guarantee of its success, and cannot 


fail to participate with the proprictort 
in the beneficial consequences.—t 
would be a delightful task for us to 
publish what vast things have already 
been done, within a few years, in this 
most indispensable branch of indus- 
try. 
Corton. 

In Rhode Island, Cotton Factories are 
inavery flourishing condition. There 
are more spindles employed in ths 
State than in all the rest of the union 
An association, consisting of a few 
very respectable merchants, we 
understand, is about erecting a new 
factory, larger than any which exists 
in this country ; and which, it is esti- 
mated will cost two hundred thou: 
sand dollars. 

Fine Woou. 
An act passed last spring by the 
legislature of the State of New-York. 
granting a bounty onthe first Merine 








ia the 
ork. 
erine 








1308.] Literary and Philosophical Intelligence. 329 


‘ntroduced into each county of 
po Senbes has had a wonderful effect 
in extending that valuable breed of 
animals. : . 

The proceedings of the legislature 
of the State of Connecticut are con- 
clusive in proving two facts, that the 
wool of Merinos is superior to all othe 
er wool for making superfine cloths ; 
and that it does not in any degree 
deteriorate in the fleeces of those 
which are bred from the pure blood 
in this country. This legislature (on 
the report of a committee for ascer- 
taining the facts) have presented 
their thanks to the Hon. Davin 
Humpureys, late minister plenipo- 
tentiary at the court of Madrid, for 
having imported into his native State 
one hundred of the Merino breed of 
sheep from Spain. They have also 
decreed very important immunities to 
the workmen in his factory, for ten 
years to come. 

The Philadelphia Premium Society 
have awarded the first premium, for 
superfine broadcloth ever granted in 
America, to Col. HumpureEys, fora 
piece of 28 yards, made at Hum- 
phreysville, (Con.} from the wool of 
his Merino flock. 

E.xkanan Warson,Esq.of Pitts- 
field, (Mass.) with a commendable 
zeal, is carrying into effect the noble 
and extensive plans of Col. Hum- 
PHREYS, by introducing into his na- 
tive State the Merino breed of sheep, 
and the manufacture of cloth from 
their wool. Wetrust the legislature 
of Massachusetts will not be behind 
the legislatures of her sister States, 
New York and Connecticut, in pa- 
tronizing efforts so patriotic and ben- 
eficial. 

GENERAL MANUFACTORIES. 

It is reported, that about one hun- 
dred different trades are now carry- 
ing on, with advantage, in Philadel- 
phia. The patent shot and porcelain 
manufactures have recently been in- 
troduced.—_A domestic store is open- 
ed forthe sale of all American goods, 
on commission. 

We hope to have the pleasure of 
recurring to this subject in a future 
number. 

EAST INDIES. 
TIPPOO SULTAUN’S LIBRARY. 
| The oriental library of the late 
Tippoo Sultaun, which on the capture 
Vou. I. New Series. 


of Seringapatam, was preserved en- 
tire, and consists of 2000 volumes of 
Arabic, Persian, and Hindustanee 
manuscripts, was shortly after that 
event conveyed to Calcutta, and de. 
posited in the college of Fort Will- 
iam, where it much facilitated the 
labors and pursuits of the professors 
and students of those languages. 
The library was, inthe year 1805, 
minutely examined by the Assistant 
Persian Professor, Capt. Charles 
Stewart, and a descriptive catalogue, 
explaining thé subject of each vol- 
ume, memoirs of the author, &c. form- 
ed of its contents. Since that gen- 
tleman’s arrival in England, and ap- 
pointment to the East India Com- 
pany’s college at Hertford, he has 
revised the work, and added an Ap- 
pendix, containing specimens in the 
Persian language, (accompanied by a 
translation) from the principal au- 
thors quoted in the catalogue, ren- 
dering it not only a useful book to 
the oriental student, but desirable 
by every person wishing for informa- 
tion on such subjects, or curious 
of knowing the nature and extent 
of Mahommedan literature, which, 
it must be remembered, had arrived 
to a great degree of splendor when 
Europe was overcast with ignorance 
and barbarism.—For the convenience 
of foreigners, to whom the English 
letters may not give the exact pronun- 
ciation of an oriental word, the titles 
ofthe books will be also inscribed in 
the Arabic character. Lon. Pap. 
ITALY. 
SCULPTURE FOR AMERICA. 

The sculptor Thornwalson, at 
Rome, is now at work on a colossal 
statue of Liberty, 22 feet in height, 
for the presidency of Washington, 
the first that ever went from Italy to 
America. 

MANUSCRIPTS AND BOOKS. 

A decree from Milan, dated 10th 
June, orders, that the director-gen- 
eral of the domains shall take cata- 
logues of the rare manuscripts and 
books in the suppressed monas- 
teries, &c. and lay the same before 
the council of state and the gener- 
al director of public instruction. 
The archives and libraries shall be 
putunder seal,and the director of 
public instruction shall make a selec- 
tien of the hooks ; the most valuable 
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will be brought to Mites an; the remainder, 
in part, applie sd to the use of the Lyccum 
ant secondary schools, and in part sold 
in the most advantageous manner. 

The viceroy of Italy has appointed Dr. 
Hager, of Par is, profes ssor of the oriental 
languages s in the university of Pavia. 

FRONTIERS OF CHINA. 
VACCINATION, &C. PORTABLE MED- 
ICINE CHESTS. 

Mr. Rehmann, physician to his Serene 
Highness the Prince of Furstemberg, has 
lately reecived a letter from his soa, phy - 
sician to the Russian embassy in China. 
This letter is dated from Kiachta, on the 
frontiers of China, 14th October, 1805. 
My. Rehmann, jun. writes, that he has 
vaccinated a great number of the chil- 
dren of the mogols. They still retain,” 
says he, * the simple manners and morals 
of their ancestors. They live under tents, 
still use the bow, and shoot their arrows 
with such dexterity, that in a chase with 
the suite of the Russian ambassador, they 
killed six times more game than the lat- 
ter did, although they carr ied very good 
towling pieees and rifle-guns.”—Mr.Reh- 
mann writes also, that he has diseoverted m 
‘Tibet a small portable selection of med- 
ie ines, which may be of great service. It 

consists of sixty pieces, very elegantly 
wrapped up tn paper ; it comprises some 
remedies used in pet but a greater 
gr tag of which the botanists attached 
to the em! YASS had no knowleds ge. A- 
mong them are some small soi tsot fruits, 
or wainu its, with chemical preparations. 
Mr. 
them translated from the original Tan- 
gut. He intends to bring home with him 
some of these little pharmacopeias, which 
are very common among the Bucharese ; 
he assures his father, that in consequence 
of the measures he has employed, y 
cination is now propagated from Jekutzh 
as far as Jakutsh and Ochotzk, and eon- 
sequently from England to the remotest 
extremity of the northern part of the 
lobe. He is in hope sof bringing with 
him some valuable Chinese works for the 
library of his Serene Highnessthe Prince 
of Furstemberg. 

POLAN 
UNIVERSITY IN GALLICIA. 

Since the establishment of an Austrian 
covernment in West Gallicia, much has 
heen done for the ¢ ation of the pub- 
lic mind, and the universities of Lunberg 
an 1 Krakaw, which had ne arly gone to 
lee: vt een the Meaitien is im the old 
government, have been re-established, 
aad public schools, with capable teachers 
have been established in most of the 
principal towns. 

BOTANIZING EXCURSION IN 
TARY, Xe. 

A Yetter from a pers on in the Russian 

embassy, “dated at Irkertz, 2ith April, 
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1806, mentions that M. Ridowsky, botanist 
to the embassy, intends making the fol. 
lowing botanical tour, from which that 
science may expect to ‘receive much val. 
uable assistance. On the 5th of May he 
leaves Irkutch, and pursues the course 
of the Lena as far as Jakutz; from 
thenee he traces the Aldan as far as its 
source inthe Mongol mountains. These, 
as well as the Jablonoi Chrebet (apple 
mountains ) will be explored, as far asthe 
Eastern Ocean. He ta goes along that 
shore as far as Ochotsk, where he eX- 
pects to arrive in September. From 
thence he will either travel by land round 
the bay of Penchina to Kamschatka, or 
go by sea to Bolcheretzk, and stay there 
the winter. Inthe summer of 1807 he 
will examine the Kurile isles, as near as 
possible to Japan ; and then the Alieutic 
isles, as far as the continent of America. 
On his return he will explore Bering’s 
and the Copper isles. ‘The winter he 
will spend in Kamschatka ; and in the 
third summer he goes through Sagalis 
and the isles in the mouth of the Amur, 
and will explore that stream upwards 
through Yellow Mongolia and Nart- 
chinek, and thence return through Ds- 
vuria and Siberia. He promises to pay 
particular attention to the class erypto- 
gamia. Panoraina. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNIVE2- 

SITY OF GOTTINGEN. 

The city of Gottingen, in the territe 
ries of Hanover, has been lately rebuilt; 
the streets are all in straight lines, wide, 
and have a convenient pavement for fox 
passengers. The population is reckoned 
at about 10,000 souls, including seven 
eight hundred students from all parts 0. 
Europe. Gottingen has neither play- 
houses, commerce, or places of publi 
amusement; of course none but men 
who have a taste for study will settle 
here. 

Among the chief publie establishments 
are dis ting uished the lying-in hospital, * 
beautiful piece of architecture, whereii 
are combined a salubrious air and inter: 
nal neatness, with every convenience 
that the condition of the patient may re- 
quire : the botanical garden, whieh is 
remarkably well kept, and always ope 
to the pupils: the public tibrary, which 
is composed of nearly 200,000 volumes 
in all languages ; it contains also a ric 
collection of engravings, and of ane! ient 
as well as modern monuments. It is in- 
tended for the use especially of the pre 
fessors and students. The cabinet % 
miner logy is one of the most complete 
in Europe. Lastly, the hospital, which 
contains only forty beds, but is kept ver? 
clean and comfortable. 

The University of Gottingen is co™ 
posed of a pro-rector, a council, twent? 
four established professors, and an equ? 








, open 
which 
t1MeSs 
sy rick 
neient 

js il 
e pro- 
net Ol 
nplete 
which 
yt very 


com: 


went? 








1808. | 


number of supernumeraries, or substi- 
28. 

ac he pro-rector holds his office for only 
six months. He represents the king, 
who is perpetual rector ; he inscribes the 
names of the new pupils, is president of 
ihe council, issues his orders to the po- 
lice guard, and, if requisite, can call out 
the military. He is the chief civil mag- 
istrate of the city. ‘The professors of 
each faculty successively fill this eminent 
situation. 

The council is composed of the pro- 

rector, two professors, and two supple- 
mentaries. ‘They decide Imo, On the of- 
fences of the students, who are amenable 
only to their fatherly tribunal. 2do, On 
ihe differences between the inhabitants, 
the military, and the students. In this 
latter case, if of a serious nature, two 
judges of the civil tribunal are called to 
sit with the council. 

The students take the oath of submis- 
sion to the academic code, from the day 
their names are inseribed till they have 
gone through the whole course of lec- 
tures. The punishments inflicted on 
them consist in fines, confinement, exile, 
and disgraceful banishment. Such stu- 
dlents as have ineurred this last punish- 
ment are excluded for ever from all the 
universities of Germany, and all public 
situations. 

There are four faculties, viz. Ist, the 
Faculty of Theology, which eompre- 
hendg the history of the church, morali- 
ty, and divinity, properly so called. 2d, 
"The faculty of Law, which comprehends 
the law of nature, the law of nations, uni- 
versal history, the history of Germany, 
aud of its different constitutions, Justin- 
ian’s Institutes, the pandects,canon, civil, 
and criminal law. 3d, The Faculty of 
Physic, which comprehends anatomy, 
physiology, the materia-medica, natural 
history, botany, chemistry, mineralogy, 
the healing art, pathology, therapeutics, 
surgery, and chemistry. 4th, The Fac- 
ulty of Philosophy, which comprehends 
metaphysies, natural history, mathemat- 
ics, astronomy, geography, diplomacy, 
politics, statisties, archeology, Ke. 

The professors have from foug to six 
thousand livres salary, exclusive of per- 
guisites, such as the payments made by 
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the students who follow the different 
courses. ‘The lectures are divided into 
two sessions, and last five months, at the 
rate of five lessons a week: the lessons 
occupy at least an hour. 

The first lectures begin at the latter 
end of October, and end a fortnight be- 
fore Easter. After one month’s vacation 
they are resumed, and last till the latter 
end of September. ‘The complete aca- 
demical course of lectures requires at 
least three years; and yet in order to gu 
through the whole in that interval, a pu- 
pil must follow at least four during the 
half year. He then may be examined, 


and take his degrees. It is required of 


the professors, besides the science which 
they teach, to be versed in the ancient 
and some of the living languages. They 
are nominated by the Regency, which 
never fails of making a proper choice ; 
the public opinion having been previously 
consulted on the question. ib. 
LIVERPOOL. 
PRODIGIOUS FOSSIL BONES FROM 
AMERICA. 

A gentleman who has just returned from 
a mineralogical tour of several years in 
America, has brought from New Orleans 
such objects of natural history collected 
during his researches, as will astonish the 
naturalists of this country. Among oth- 
ers is the remains of an animal of the lion 
or tyger kind, of such stupendous magni. 
tude, as almost to exceed the bounds of 
credibility ; being on a moderate calenu- 
lation fifty feet long. A single carnivor- 
ous grinder weighs ten pounds, one foot 
covers a space of four feet by three, 
and the tail must have been three fect in 
ircumference. It is clear from the 
structure of the bones, that the animal! 
must have been very fleet, and capable of 
making immense bounds or leaps. 

W hat could have resisted the impetu- 
osity of such a creature with such power 
and inclination for destruction ? A uni- 
versal carnage must have followed wher- 
ever he meved. ‘The whole of the col- 
lection has been purchased for the Mu- 
seum, the proprietor of which has pub- 
lished the interesting manuscripts of the 
gentleman who discovered and brought 
them to this country. 26. 
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_ Ow the 7th inst. was ordained over 
sie Second Church and Society in 
Dorchester, the Rey. Joun Cop- 


maw, A. M. son of the Iate Hon 
Joun Copman, Esq. of Boston 
The ordaining council was coimpesed 


et 


en 
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of the following ministers, with their 
delegates, viz. Rev. Davip Os- 
coop, D.D. of Medford, Modera- 
tor, Rev. Joseru Ecxuey, D. D. 
and the Rev. Josuua HunrTING- 
Ton, of the Old South Church, in 
Marlborough street, Boston, Rev. 
EvipHaLetr Porter, D. D. of the 
first church in Roxbury ; Rev. Jep- 
ip1AH Morse, D. D. of Charles- 
town; Rey. THapvpevus M. Harris, 
of the First Church in Dorchester ; 
Rev. Joun Pierce, of Brooklyn ; 
Rev. Witxi1am E. Cuanninoa, of 
Federal Street Church, Boston; Rev. 
Josuva Bares, of the First Church 
in Dedham, scribe of the council ; 
Rev. Joserpu S. BuckMinsTER, of 
Brattle Street Church, Boston; Rev. 
CHARLES LowELtu, of the Church in 
West Boston ; and the Rev. Sam- 
vEL Gite, of Milton. 

The candidate, in conformity to 
the wise custom established by the 
fathers of New England, exhibited 
to the Council a well digested and 
eomprehensive confession of his 
faith, which gave great satisfaction 


to the friends of evangelical truth, 
and evinced his warm and decided 
attachment to the distinguishing 
doctrines of the reformation. 

The council then proceeded to 
ordination. Introductory prayer, by 
Rey. Mr. Buckminster. Sermon, 
by Rev. Mr. Coanninc. Ordain- 
ing Prayer, by Rev. Dr. Eck ey, 
Charge, by Rev. Dr. Oscoop. 
Right Hand of Fellowship, by Rey, 
Mr. Harris. Concluding Prayer, 
by Rev. Mr. LowE.t. 

The day was pleasant ; the assem- 
blage of people uncommonly great, 
and the religious exercises were 


‘performed in a manner highly satis. 


factory to a numerous and discrimin. 
ating audience. The sermon was novel 
in its plan, and written and delivered 
in a style of uncommon excellence. 

On the whole, we consider the 
settlement of Rev. Mr. CopMaAN, in 
this large, pleasant, and united par- 
ish, as an event peculiarly auspicious 
to the church of Christ in general, 
and particularly to the branches of it 
in this vicinity. 
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SKETCH OF 
GOVERNOR SULLIVAN. 

To the number of citizens distin- 
guished by their services to their 
country, who have terminated their 
earthly career, must now be added 
the name of James SuLLIVAN, late 
governor and commander in chief of 
the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts. 

He was the fourth son of Mr. 
John Sullivan, who, about the year 
1723, came from Ireland to this 
country, and settled at Berwick, in 
the District of Maine. This gentle- 
man was descended from a respecta- 
ble family, and had received a liberal 
education. By his personal care and 
tenderness the late governor SuLLI- 
van was himself educated, and hav- 
ing lived to the age of upwards of 
105 years, he enjoyed the most pre- 
cious of all rewards to the heart ofa 
father, the satisfaction of witnessing 
the fruits of his cares in the most 


affectionate return of filial gratitude, 
and in the usefulness and public em- 
inence of his son. 

Governor SuLLIVAN was born at 
Berwick, on the 22d of April, 1744. 
After pursuing the study of the law, 
under his brother the late General 
John Sullivan, he was admitted to 
the bar at twenty-one years of age. 
In a profession prolific of able men, 
he soon rose to celebrity, and before 
the dissolution of the colonial gov- 
ernment, he had been advanced to 
the rank of a barrister in the then 
superior court, and appointed king’s 
attorney for the county in which he 
resided. 

On the approach of the revolution, 
which established the independence 
of this nation, he took an early, ac- 
tive, and decided part on the side of 
his country. Being, in the year 1775, 
a member of the provincial congress 
assembled at Watertown, he was, 
together with the late Hon. W- 
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Spooner and I. Foster, entrusted 
with a difficult commission to Ti- 
conderoga and Crown Point, for the 
execution of which, that assembly 
manifested their satisfaction by a vote 
of thanks, to the commissioners. 

He was in the same year appoint- 
ed judge of the court of admiralty, 
erected for the counties in the Dis- 
trict of Maine ; but never entered on 
the duties of this office, having been 
appointed early in the following year 
a judge of the superior court. 

After the adoption of the present 
State constitution, to the formation 
of which he contributed as a mem- 
ber of the convention which present- 
ed it to the people, he continued a 
judge of the supreme judicial court 
until February, 1782, when he re- 
signed it, and returned to the prac- 
tice of the bar. 

In 1783, he was chosen by the 
general court a delegate to repre- 
sent the State of Massachusetts in 
congress ; and in the ensuing year 
arrived with the late judge Lowell, 
and the present chief justice of the 
Commonwealth, as a commissioner 
inthe settlement of the controversy 
then existing between the States of 
Massachusetts and New York, con- 
cerning their respective claims to 
the western lands. 

He was repeatedly chosen to rep- 
resent the townof Boston in the legis- 
jature ; in 1787, was member of the 
executive council; the same year, 
judge of probate for the county of 
Suffolk ; and in 1790, attorney gen- 
eral, in which office he continued 
until June, 1807,when he was called 
to the chief magistracy of the Com- 
monwealth. 

_In 1796, he was appointed by pre- 
silent Washington, agent under the 
fifth article of the British treaty for 
settling the boundaries between the 
United States and the British prov- 
inces, 

Such were the public stations, in 
which during the course of his ac- 
tive life, he was placed by the steady 
and uninterrupted confidence of his 
country. Nor was he less conspicu- 
ous by the number of learned, char- 
itable , anc public spirited institutions 
to which he gave his support, and 
‘tom which he received marks of 
konorable notice. From the Uni- 


juries. 
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yersity at Cambridge, he succes- 
sively received anhonorary degree 
and a doctorate of laws. Of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sci- 
ences he was one of the members 
from its first institution ; among the 
founders, and many years president 
of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety ; president of the Massachu- 
setts Congregational Charitable So- 
ciety ; president of the Society for 
Propagating the Gospelamong the In- 
dians and others in North America ; 
and a member of the Humane Society. 
He was the projecter of the Middle- 
sex Canal, devoted to that object 
much time and labor, and from its first 
commencement until his decease, 
was president of the corporation. 

The public stations which he held 
were not merely offices of profit or 
of honor, they were posts of labo- 
rious and indefatigable duty. They 
were filled with unquestionable abil- 
ity, and if in the course of a long po- 
litical career, in times of turbulence 
and party bitterness, he did not al- 
ways escape the common tribute of 
reproach, which accompanies all 
illustrious talents, his strongest op- 
ponents sould never deny that his 
execution of every public trust, was 
distinguished by that peculiar quali- 
ty which was most appropriate to its 
nature. To all he applied the most 
unwearied and active industry. As 
a judge he was universally acknowl- 
edged to have displayed, that first of 
all judicial virtues, impartiality. As 
the public prosecutor of the State, he 
tempered the sternness of official 
severity with the rarer tenderness 
of humanity. During a period of 
nearly forty years, his practice at 
the bar was more various and exten- 
sive than that of any other man in 
the State. 

His style of eloquence was orig’- 
inal, and adapted to the occasion, 
the subject, and to the tribunal be- 
fore which it was displayed. Deep- 
ly versed in the general science of 
the law, and equally well acquainted 
with the sources of persuasion in the 
human mind, he was alike qualified 
for the investigation of the most in- 
tricate, and complicated questions of 
legal discussion, and for the devel- 
opement of the tissues of fact before 
The sagacity of his mind se 
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justly adapted the course of his ar- 
gument to the persons whom he ad- 
dressed, that it may be questioned 
whether a public speaker has ever 
appeared in this State, whose ascen- 
dency over the minds of the juries of 
the country was so general and so 
permanent as his. 

Amidst the great and constant 
pressure of business, public and pri- 
vate, which occupied him, by the 
discharge of his official duties, and 
by his practice at the bar, he found 
time for the pursuits of literature 
and science. Various publications, 
relating to his profession, and to oth- 
er objects which interested his af- 
fections, successively issued from 
his pen. 

The ‘History of Land Titles ;” 
** The History of the District of 
Maine,” his Treatises *‘ On the 
Suability of the States,” and ** On 
the Constitutional Liberty of the 
Press,” are his principal publica. 
tions. 

His chief magistracy over the 
Commonwealth was marked by the 
moderation and equanimity with 
which he used his influence to tem- 
per the political divisions among the 
people, and to promote the interests, 
and to conciliate the dispositions of 
his fellow citizens. In this honora- 
ble endeavor he was not without 
success, and among the sincere 
mourners at his departure will be 
numbered many of those, who were 
the strenuous opponents of his ele- 
vation. 

As an individual member of socie- 
ty, his character shines with a mild- 
er, yet with an undiminished lustre. 
In all the relations of social life, his 
conduct was exemplary. From his 
early youth he had been a believer of 
christianity. He felt the obligations 
of its duties ; he participated in the 
enjoyment of it§ hopes, and its prin- 
ciples operating upon a warm and 
affectionate heart, were manifested 
in that display of filial piety, of con. 
jugal and parental affection, of active 
friendship, of liberal charity, and of 
general benevolence, which circu. 
Jates and diffuses throughout the cir- 
cle of civil society the choicest bles- 
sings of human existence. 

In the long and distressed confine- 
ment which preceded his decease, 
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though always aware that his disease 
was beyond the reach of medicine, 
or of human skill, he suffered with 
resignation and calmness, andscarce. 
ly ever was a complaint heard to es." 
cape from him. He often beguiled 
the tediousness of his sleepless 
nights with instructive and pleasant 
conversation. He often spoke with 
fervent gratitude of the consolations 
which +e experienced ; above all, 
that his illness had not bereft him of 
his mind, and that he was permitted 
to close his long and laborious life in 
the bosom ef his family, with the 
unshaken assurance of renewing his 
existence in another and.a better 
world. 





SKETCH OF 

REV. THOMAS CARY, A. M 

Mr. Cary was the sonof Samue! 
Cary, Esq. of Charlestown, in this 
State, where he was born on the 18th 
of October, 1745. He received the 
honors of Harvard College in the 
year 1761 ; and was ordained May 
llth, 1768. The ‘Author of nature 
and grace had conferred on him tal. 
ents active and solid, affections warm 
and tender, sentiments devout and 
enlightened, charity out of a pure 
heart, and of a good conscience, and 
of faith unfeigned. His early pron- 
ise and maturity were followed up 
with a steady progress in faithful 
and fruitful labors ; like the rising 
light, which shines more and mor 
unto the perfect day. His fidelity 
and affection were met by the peo- 
ple of his charge with reciprocal 
attention and attachment. He was 
their siicere instructor, their com- 
passionate comforter, and their so- 
cial delight. To his brethren in the 
ministry he was a generous friend, * 
wise counsellor, and a most pleasant 
and improving associate. He ex- 
celled in the charms of a convers2- 
tion, springing from benevolence, 
enlivened by genius, elevated by 
knowledge, enriched by experience, 
directed by virtue, and sanctified by 
piety. He was esteemed very higi- 
Jy in love for his public works ; jot 
sound and fervent devotion, for judi 
cious, impressive, pathetic, and ed! 
fying discourses. But in the merid- 
ian of life, while his friends rejoiced 
in his light, a holy Providence; 
whose ways are unsearchable, but 
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perfect, brought a dark cloud over 
him, and suddenly arrested the gen- 
jal influence of his beams. A para- 
lytic disorder reduced him to the 
verge of the grave. Twenty years 
he had served in the gospel in this 
place ; and twenty years he walked 
through life oppressed with great 
infirmity. But his afflictions were 
relieved by mercies and consolations. 
Most of the time he was able to at- 
tend the public offices of religion, 
and occasionally to appear himself in 
the pastoral station. The bright- 
ness of his mind often broke through 
the cloud, in which it was involved ; 
and still gave delight to his friends, 
a delight softened by his griefs and 
their tender sympathy. ‘The trans- 
actions which passed between him 
and his people, on resigning his ac- 
tive duties, prove their mutual love 
andesteem. When they had settled 
a colleague, who, as a son with a 
father, walked with him, and served 
in the gospel; he remained their 
scnior pastor, and was among them 
as afather, entering into their con- 
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cerns, watching over their welfare, 
and enjoying the expressions of their 
kind respect. 

His heart was warmly engaged in 
the interests, the happiness, and the 
sorrows of his friends; and all with- 
in his acquaintance appeared to have 
their share of his enlarged and be. 
nevolent attention. The gospel and 
the churches of the Lord were ob- 
jects of his peculiar consideration 
and exact inguiry. The religion 
which he preached was his support 
and solace. During his long debili- 
ty, he was able to give much of his 
time to reading. The ecclesiastical 
history of his country was a favorite 
study ; and the fruits of his studies 
were conspicuous in his conversa- 
tion. In his latter days he gradually 
decayed ; the oppression of his dis- 
order increased, till his life subsided 
into a state of insensibility ; and, ap- 
parently without a painful struggle of 
nature, his spirit returned unto God 
who gave it, on the 24th Nov. 1808, 
in the 64th year of his age. 

Newburyport, Dec. 1808. 
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4 Minister’s Reflections on the death of one of his People. 





By Presipent Daviess. 


Or my dear flock one more is gone 
T’ appear before th’ eternal throne, 
And pass the grand decisive test : 
** Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,” 
Surviving friends with tears intrust, 
There till the gep’ral doom to rest. 


The soul, dismiss’d from cumb’rous clay, 


Expatiates in eternal day, 


And with the great Jehovah dwells. 


The dawn of immortality 


With scenes unknown fills all they eye, 
And wonders vast and new reveals. 


Thus while I’m dreaming life away, 

Or books and studies charm the day, 
My flock is dying one by one ; 

Convey’d beyond my warning voice, 

To endless pains, or endless joys ; 
Yer ever happy or undone. 
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I too ere long must yield my breath : 
My mouth for ever clos’d in death, 

Shall sound the gospel trump no more ; 
Then while my charge is in my reach, 
With fervor let me pray and preach, 

And eager catch the flying hour ! 


Almighty grace, my soul inspire, 

And touch my lips with heav’nly fire ! 
Let faith, and love, and zeal arise ! 

Oh teach me that divinest art, 

To reach the conscience, gain the heart, 
And train immortals for the skies. 





Zo an Infant three weeks old. 
Can I bid thee, lovely stranger, 
Welcome to a world of care ? 
Where attends thee many a danger, 
Where awaits thee many a snare ? 


Hence, away, ye dark surmises, 
Hope presents a fairer scene ; 
Many a blooming pleasure rises, 
Many a sunbeam shines serene 


O may Providence defend thee ' 
Circled in its guardian arms, 
Dangers may in vain attend thee, 
Safe amid surrounding harms. 


Shall I wish the world caressing ? 
Wish thee pleasure, grandeur, wealth : 
No ; but many a nobler blessing ; 
Wisdom, virtue, friendship, health. 


May’st thou know the gracious Donor, 
Early know, and love, and praise ! 
Then shall real wealth and honor, 
Peace and pleasure crown thy days. 
Mrs. STEELE. 


a 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


W. will accept our thanks for his communication on Creeps, inserted in 
this number. It will reward an attentive perusal, especially at this time, 
when the standard of hostility to ecclesiastical order is erected ; and the 
** old paths, and the good way,” by so many forsaken. t 

The Review of ‘* The Constitution and Statutes of the Theological Sem!- 
nary at Andover,” &c. shall be inserted in ournext. Also, if we have room, 
a review of the Rev. Mr. Emerson’s Collection of Psalms and Hymns. Sev- 
eral other communications are on hand, which shall receive due attention. 
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